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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Borough  (before  extension  of  1st  Nov.,  1921)  2,405  acres. 

Population  at  1921  Census  (oefore  extension)  ....  116,667 

Population,  mid-year  1921  (as  adjusted  for  holiday 
movement  at  time  of  Census  ;  Registrar- 

General’s  estimate) .  118,400 

Density  of  population  per  acre  .  49 

No.  of  insured  persons,  December,  1921 .  47,724 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  . approx.  15,000 

No.  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  in  1921  . .  .  .approx.  25,000 

Rateable  value  for  Poor  Rate  at  April,  1921  ....  £491,421 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £1,810 

Births  during  1921,  3.507.  Birth-rate,  29.6 

Deaths  during  1921,  1,801.  Death-rate,  15.2 

Infant  mortality  rate—  96. 

Tuberculosis  death-rate  :  Pulmonary  1.44 

Non-pulmonary  0.36 

Note  re  added  area. 

The  Borough  was  extended  on  1st  November,  1921,  by  the 
inclusion  of  a  portion  of  the  South  Shields  Rural  District.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  statistics  for  the  “  added  area  ”  : — 


Population  at  1921  Census  (including  893  persons 

in  Harton  Institution)  .  1,964 

Population  mid-year  1921  (adjusted  for  holiday 

movement  :  Registrar  General’s  estimate)  1,976 

Area  . . .  778  acres. 

No.  of  insured  persons,  December,  1921 .  76 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921 .  approx.  240 

Rateable  value  for  Poor  Rate  at  November,  1921  £11,222 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £44 

Births  since  1st  November,  1921 .  4 

Deaths  „  ,,  .  1 

Cause.  Age.  Sex. 

Senility .  81  F. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  since  1st  November,  1921- — 

Scarlet  fever — 2  cases. 

For  convenience  and  for  purposes  of  comparison  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  added  area  have  not  been  included  in  the  statistics 
for  the  Borough  for  1921. 
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To  the  Chairnian  ami  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  47th  Annual  Health  Report. 
At  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  complete  surveys  of 
the  subject  will,  in  future,  be  made  once  in  five  years  ;  the  report 
is  therefore  again  considerably  curtailed. 

The  boundaries  of  the  Borough  were  extended  as  from  1st 
November,  1921,  by  the  South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1921.  An 
area  of  778  acres  has  been  added. 

The  census  was  taken  on  June  19th,  and  the  population  was 
declared  to  be  116,667,  and  that  of  the  added  area,  1964,  a  total 
of  118,631.  It  was  foimd,  however,  that  on  account  of  the  early 
summer  a  certain  holiday  movement  had  occurred  throughout  the 
country — as  a  fact  the  census  was  taken  at  the  beginning  of  Race 
Week,  which  is  always  a  holiday  week  in  South  Shields — it  was 
therefore  necessary  to  revise  the  figures.  I  am  informed  by  the 
Registrar-General  that  the  population  officially  allocated  to  the 
Borough  as  extended  is  120,376.  On  this  estimation,  and  in  spite 
of  the  extension.  South  Shields  is  one  of  the  most  densely  populated 
towns  in  England  and  \Vales,  the  density  of  the  population  being 
nearly  38  persons  per  acre. 

There  has  been  a  marked  fall  in  the  birth  rate.  That  for  1921 
was  29.6  births  ]K‘r  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
34.2  in  1920. 

The  death  rate  was  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  Borough,  and 
was  15.2  deaths  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  figure  has  been 
equalled  only  once,  in  1910.  At  the  same  time  the  death  rate  is 
high  in  comparison  with  that  for  the  Countj'  Boroughs  generally  in 
England  and  Wales.  The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  diseases 
(except  tuberculosis)  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  Borough,  and 
was  2.12  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate 
was  1.80  deaths  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
1.76  for  1920. 

The  deaths  among  infants  under  one  3'ear  numbered  96  per  1,000 
births — the  smallest  infant  mortality  rate  yet  recorded  for  South 
Shields.  I  feel  sure  that  the  activities  undertaken  under  the 
Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme  have  contributed 
in  no  small  measure  to  this  satisfactory  leduction. 

A  shar])  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  the  Autumn  ;  in 
all  601  cases  were  notified.  The  accommodation  at  the  Isolation 
Hosj)ital  being  totally  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Borough, 
and  it  having  become  evident  that  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of 
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Health  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  new  hospital  and  sana¬ 
torium  would  not  be  forthcoming,  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
additional  accommodation  of  a  temporary  character  in  army  huts. 

The  duty  of  providing  treatment  for  insured  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  was  transferred  from  the  Health  Insurance 
Committee  to  the  Council  in  May,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
make  provision  for  early  cases  in  the  Mansion  House  at  Cleadon 
Park.  With  little  alteration,  accommodation  was  made  for  22 
men  and  7  women,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  soon  be  possible  to 
arrange  for  the  treatment  of  a  number  of  children  in  the  same 
building. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  known  to  be  1,599  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  Borough.  Since  many  of  these  patients  live 
under  conditions  conducive  to  the  spread  of  the  disease,  institutional 
larovision,  especially  for  advanced  cases,  is  a  matter  of  urgency  , 
otherwise  the  efforts  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  the  disease  are 
severely  handicapped. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  disease  have  increased  enormously  in  recent 
years  until  at  jsresent  a  huge  municipal  out-patient  department 
is  being  maintained.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  schemes  are 
productive  of  much  good,  and  that  the  recognition  and  treatment 
of  certain  diseases  in  the  early  stages  tend  to  lower  the  incidence 
of  those  diseases,  but  in  the  development  of  such  schemes  there  is 
just  a  danger  that  too  much  attention  may  be  devoted  to  the  purely 
therapeutic  rather  than  the  preventive  aspect. 

A  great  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  various 
clinics  during  the  year,  and  while  the  number  of  attendances  is  no 
criterion  by  which  to  gauge  the  value  of  the  work,  still  the  attend¬ 
ances  serve  to  indicate  to  some  degree  its  extent.  The  total  number 
of  individuals  who  attended  the  clinics  provided  by  the  Council 
was  14,000,  the  number  of  attendances  was  62,000- 

• 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  including  as  it  does> 
the  notification  of  births,  supervision  of  midwives,  the  welfare 
centres,  home  visiting  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants, 
the  provision  of  medical  help  in  cases  of  abnormal  parturition, 
investigation  of  infant  deaths;  the  supply  of  milk,  etc.,  involves  a 
large  amount  of  work.  As  one  instance  of  the  value  of  the  scheme, 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
might  be  cited.  During  1921  there  were  26  cases  notified,  and  in 
no  instance  was  there  any  damage  to  the  eyes.  From  an  economic 
standpoint  alone,  this  marks  a  great  advance,  when  it  is  remembered 
what  it  costs  to  educate  a  blind  or  partially  blind  child  as  compared 
to  the  cost  of  a  child  having  its  eyesight. 
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An  additional  Mateniity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was 
established  in  November  in  a  building  adjoining  St.  Hilda’s  school 
and  in  a  district  in  which  there  an*  a  large  number  of  mothers  and 
infants  who  probably  would  not  attend  the  Town  Hall  Clinic. 

'fhe  work  of  the  school  medical  service  showed  a  marked 
increase  on  that  for  previous  years.  No  less  than  13,000  children 
out  of  an  average  school  attendance  of  20,000  passed  through  the 
hands  of  the  Medical  Officers.  The  system  of  cleanliness  surveys 
is  acknowledged  to  have  resulted  in  a  great  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  children  generally.  The  appointment  in  August 
last  of  an  additional  part-time  dentist  will  ensure  that  a  larger 
number  of  children  will  have  the  necessary  dental  treatment. 

One  of  the  most  pressing  problems  confronting  the  Corporation 
is  the  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  and  consequent  over¬ 
crowding.  Until  the  complete  census  figures  are  available  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  fully  appreciate  how  acute  the  shortage  is  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  completion  of  even  the  whole  of  the  1,360  houses 
on  Cleadon  Park  Estate  will  materially  relieve  the  congestion. 

A  great  deal  of  work  is  involved  in  the  sanitary  inspection  of 
the  district.  Dilapidations  which  had  occurred  during  and  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  war,  overcrowding  and  the  resultant  damage  to 
property,  together  with  additional  regulations  and  legislation  have 
considerably  increased  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
recent  years. 

Unemployment  and  trade  depression  are  not  as  a  rule  subjects 
which  require  comment  in  health  reports  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  as  long  as  unemployment  and  consequent  poverty  continue 
many  people  become  careless.  Poverty  and  dirt  invade  a  house  as 
an  unholy  pair.  Subsistence  is  paramoimt,  and  with  the  edparture 
of  treasures  in  exchange  for  food  and  necessities,  there  goes  the 
incentive  to  cleanliness.  The  long-delayed  passing  of  hard  times 
will,  I  hope,  synchronise  with  a  general  desire  for  brighter  and 
chMiner  homes  arid  surroundings. 

To  my  staff,  for  their  willing  help  during  a  year  of  hard  work, 
I  have  pleasure  in  recording  my  grateful  thanks. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(A)  POPULATION. 

The  Census,  which  was  to  have  been  taken  on  April  24th,  was 
postponed  until  19th  June,  1921.  The  official  figures  for  South 
Shields  were  116,667. 

It  was  found,  however,  that  on  account  of  the  abnormally 
early  summer  a  good  deal  of  holiday  movement  had  occurred,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  make  certain  adjustments. 

The  Registrar-General’s  revised  population  for  the  County 
Borough,  as  constituted  before  1st  November,  1921,  Avas  118,400, 
and  that  for  the  Borough  as  extended  on  1st  November,  1921, 
120,376. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  report  the  birth  and  mortality  rates 
are  calculated  on  the  revised  population  for  the  Borough  as  before 
extension,  viz.,  118,400. 

(B)  BIRTHS. 

Birth-rate. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  calendar  year 
1921,  in  the  Borough  (as  constituted  before  the  extension  on  1st 
November  last)  was  3,464.  To  this  number  has  been  added  45 
inward  transfers,  that  is,  births  in  Harton  Institution  and  elsewhere 
of  children  whose  mothers  were  residents  of  the  Borough.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  has  been  deducted  2  births  which  occurred  in  the 
town  among  non-residents.  The  total  number  of  births  was  thus 
3,507,  cori’esponding  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  29.6  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

The  annual  rates  since  1871  are  shown  in  the  table  on  page  25. 

The  number  of  births  reported  to  the  Health  Department 
under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  etc.,  is  referred  to  on  page  46. 

Distribution  (Sexes  ;  Legitimacy). 

The  distribution  of  the  births  as  regards  sex  and  legitimacy 
is  shown  in  the  following  table  ; — 


Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate . 

1,731 

74 

1,623 

79 

3,364 

163 

Total  . 

1,806 

1,702 

3,607 

The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  was  1,061  to  1,000. 
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The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  4.4,  as  compared 
with  4.5  per  cent,  in  1920,  and  5.0  per  cent,  in  1919.  The  average 
percentage  for  the  five  years  1910  to  1914  was  3.7. 

The  total  number  of  births  in  each  of  the  Wards  of  the  towm 
is  given  in  the  table  on  page  53. 

Comparison  of  Birth-rate  with  rates  for  Country  generally. 

Per  1,000 
population. 


England  and  Wales .  22.4 

96  Great  Towns,  including  London . 23.3 

148  Smaller  Towns .  22.7 

London .  22.3 

South  Shields  .  29.6 


(C)  DEATHS. 

Death-rate. 

1,801  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  the  death-rate  being 
15.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.1  ;  for  the  96  Great 
Town.s,  12.3  ;  for  the  148  Smaller  Towms,  11.3  ;  and  for  London, 
12.4. 


The  South  Shields  death-rates  since  1871  are  given  in  the 
table  on  page  25. 

Causes  of  Death. 

.Among  the  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Tuberculosis. — 'Phis  disea.se  caused  more  deaths  in  the 
Borough  than  any  other.  During  1921,  the  deaths  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  numbered  213,  more  than  one-ninth  of  the  total  deaths. 

Bronchitis  (146)  and  Pneumonia  (105)  together  caused  about 
one-seventh  of  the  total  deaths.  During  the  previous  year  thej’ 
caused  481 ,  or  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  deaths  in  the  Borough.  The 
comparative  mildness  of  the  climatic  conditions  is  reflected  in  a 
marked  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  pulmonary  complaints 
(other  than  tuljerculosis).  On  account  of  the  exposed  position 
of  the  Borough  a  considerable  amount  of  morbidity  from  these 
conditions  is  to  b<;  expected.  The  death-rate  from  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  was  2.12  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  lowest  rate 
from  these  diseases  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough. 
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The  deaths  from  cancer  numbered  127  as  compared  with  105 
in  1920.  177  deaths  were  due  to  heart  diseases.  Infantile  debility 

and  prematurity  caused  125  deaths ;  while  diarrhoeal  diseases 
caused  88 ;  injuries,  accidents  and  violence  60 ;  influenza  58,  and 
nephritis  41. 

Age  at  Death. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  335  (i.e.,  19  per  cent.)  were  of  infants 
under  one  year  old;  200  (11  per  cent.)  were  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  1  and  5  years ;  89  (5  per  cent.)  were  aged  5  to  15  years  ; 
05  (5  per  cent.)  were  from  1.5  to  25  years  old  ;  102  (6  per  cent.) 
were  aged  25  to  35  years  ;  152  (8  per  cent.)  aged  35  to  45  years  ; 
260  (15  per  cent.)  aged  45  to  60  years  ;  and  568  (32  per  cent.)  were 
over  60  years  of  age. 

Approximately  one-third  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  children 
under  5  years,  and  one-third  over  60  years  of  age.  Thus  nearly 
two-thirds  of  all  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  extremes  of  life. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (i.e.,  the  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  old)  is  referred  to  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section 
of  the  report  (page  46).  The  rate  for  1921  was  96  per  1,000  births. 

Sex-Distribution  of  Deaths. 

Of  the  total  deaths  975  were  males  and  826  females,  a  pro- 
2)ortion  of  1,180  to  1,000. 

Seasonal  Death-rate. 

The  following  gives  the  deaths  and  death-rates  for  each  quarter 
of  the  years  1920  and  1921  : 


No.  of 

deaths. 

Death 

-rate. 

1920. 

1921. 

1920. 

1921. 

First  quarter  . 

*614 

t533 

21.2 

18.0 

Second  quarter  . 

472 

414 

16.3 

14.0 

Third  quarter  . 

422 

416 

14.6 

14.1 

Fourth  quarter  . 

492 

438 

17.0 

14.8 

*  233  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  Influenza,  Pneumonia,  and  Bronchitis. 

1*  156  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Transferable  Deaths. 

272  deaths  occurred  outside  the  Borough  (208  being  in  the 
South  Shields  Union  Poor  Law  Institution)  among  persons  whose 
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fixed  or  usual  residence  was  in  the  town.  These  272  are  included 
in  the  total  number  of  deaths  (1801)  stated  above,  on  which  the 
death-rate  of  the  town  is  based. 

On  the  other  hand,  12  deaths  occurred  vnthin  the  Borough 
among  persons  belonging  to  other  districts.  These  have  been 
transferred  to  the  districts  concerned,  and  are  not  included  in  the 
total  deaths  for  South  Shields. 

The  Harton  Institution  was  included  in  the  Borough  by  the 
extension  of  1st  November  last,  but  for  the  purpose  of  the  Report 
this  year  it  has  been  regarded  as  outside  the  Borough. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  South  Shields  residents  which  occuired 
in  public  institutions  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


In  the  South  Shields  Union  Poor  Law  Institution .  208 

In  other  institutions  outside  the  Borough  .  42 

In  the  Ingham  Infirmary,  South  Shields .  69 

In  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  South  Shields .  7 


This  makes  a  total  of  326,  which  is  18  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths 
during  the  year.  In  the  years  1918,  1919,  and  1920  the  p<>rcentage 
was  14,  17,  and  17  respectively. 

During  1921  the  percentage  of  deaths  in  institutions  was, 
for  the  96  Great  Towns,  33  per  eent.  ;  for  London  it  was  as  high 
as  49  per  cent.  This  gives  some  indication  of  the  position  as  regards 
the  extent  of  institutional  relief  of  sickness  in  the  Borough. 

Coroners’  Inquests. 

Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  76  deaths — that  is, 
in  4  iier  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

58  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  various  forms  of  violence, 
accidents,  etc.  (See  table  1,  pages  20  and  21). 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

68  deaths  (4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths)  were  not  certified 
by  medical  practitioners  or  by  the  Coroner.  Of  tliis  number  19 
were  infants  under  om^  year  old  ;  and  3  were  children  ag<Kl  one  to 
five  years. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  high  percentage  of  such 
deaths  in  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country  generally  ;  — 
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England  and  Wales 
96  Great  Towns  . . 
148  Smaller  Towns 
London  . 


1.1 

0.7 

1.4 

0.2 


per  cent. 

J  J 
99 
99 


Deaths  from  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. 

The  seven  “principal  eijidemic  diseases”  caused  161  deaths, 


as  follows  : — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  two  years) .  73 

Measles .  44 

Whooping  cough . .  27 

Diphtheria  .  12 

Scarlet  fever . .  3 

“  Fever  ”  (enteric,  typhus,  and  simple  continued  fever)  2 
Smallpox  .  0 


This  corresponds  to  a  death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of 
1.37  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Comparison  of  South  Shields  Death-Rates  with  those  of  the  Country 
generally. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  death-rates  in  England 
and  Wales  for  1921  : — 


England  and  Wales  . 
96  Great  Towns,  includ¬ 
ing  London  . 

148  Smaller  Towns 

London  . 

South  Shields  . 


Death-rate  per  1,000  Population 


<1 


12.1 

12.3 

11.3 

12.4 
15.2 
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.02 
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.05 
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Pi  bO 
O  p 

.§  o 


.12 

.13 

.11 

.12 

.23 


fc. 

X 

p 

Q 


.12 

.15 

.11 

.25 

.10 


Deaths 
per  1,000 
Births. 


-§  '3  I 

S 

o3  ei  p  >5 


15.5 

19.3 

15.6 

21.3 
20.8 


«P  . 

C8  <S  -S 
c«-4  Co 

M  O 


83 

87 

84 
80 
96 


TABLE  1. — CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  during  1921,  of  Persons  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields,  classified 
in  accordance  with  the  Registrar-General’s  Manual  of  the  International  List,  as  adapted  for  use  in  England  and  Wales. 

(I'liis  list  lias  been  aliriditeil  by  omitting  lieailiiigs  against  whiuli  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  during  the  year). 
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TABLE  2. — DEATHS  DURING  1921  :  SEASONAL  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

;  : 

*u 

•etc 

O'w 

tc  ^ 
c:  a> 

OB 

0^ 

jr 

« 

iiteric  fever  . 

T.iillpox .  ..  1 

easles  . 

iHi  let  fever  . 

hniipiiif;  coukIi  . 

iDhtheria  and  croup . 

ifluenza  .  . 

rysipelas  . 

Iitliisis  (iiulinoniiry  tuberculosis) . 

.ihercniuus  nieiiiiigitis  . 

Lber  tuberculous  diseases . 

rneer.  nislittnant  disease . 

Iicunintic  fever . 

eniniritiK  .  . 

rtcanic  heart  disease . 

-onebitis  . 

leunionia  (all  forms)  . 

iher  diseases  of  respiratory  organs  . 

iarrbcca  and  enteritis  .... 

ppendieitis  and  typhlitis . 

ribosis  of  liver  . . 

Icoliolisni  . 

cpbritis  and  Bright's  disease  . . 

lerperal  fever  . 

Lber  accidents  and  diseases  of 

pregnancy  and  parturition . 

nigenital  debility  and  malformation. 

including  premature  birth  . 

iolent  deaths,  excluding  suicide . 

nude  . 

her  ilefined  diseases . 

iseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

Total  ...  ■ . ^ 

< 

— wa,HC-aHS;0352.:Q«4:; 

>xZO 

TABLE  3.-DEATHS  DURING  1921  IN  INSTITUTIONS.  UNCERTIHED  DEATHS,  etc. 
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TABLE  4.— POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS  FOR  1921  AN 

PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


(Fokmerly  L.G.B.  Table  1.) 


Year. 

1 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

Uirth.s. 

I'otal  Deaths 
registered  in 
liie  Borough. 

Transfer¬ 
able  Deaths 

Net  Ueatlih  brlunKiitK 
to  the  Boroui;h. 

Uiicor- 

recteil 

N  lim¬ 
ber. 

Net, 

z-  i 

'7.  « 

™  c 

"T-,  9 

•».  z 

u 

cl 
=  :c 

Z  4- 
CJZ 
«  — 

*r 

V  rz 
X  ^ 

A  * 

* 

Si 

Ciider  1  Yea: 
of  Age 

At  All  Ages. 

Num- 

her. 

Rate 

. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

per 

1. 000 
Net 
Hiiths. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Kale. 

J*  ■■ 

3 

4 

o 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

i:i 

1911 

108,844 

3,279 

3,300 

30.3 

1,687 

15.5 

13 

216 

484 

147 

1,890 

17.4 

1912 

109,678 

3,322 

3,352 

30.6 

1,550 

14.1 

18 

220 

356 

106 

1,752 

16.0 

1913 

110:513 

3,478 

3,495 

31.1 

1,803 

16.1 

21 

229 

408 

117 

2.01 1 

17.!) 

1914 

1 10,604 

3,503 

3,517 

31.8 

1,7.53 

15.9 

15 

217 

482 

137 

1,955 

1  <  .7 

1915 

109,855 

3,265 

3,275 

29.6 

1,871 

17  0 

28 

287 

468 

143 

2. 1 30 

1 9.4 

1916 

109,332 

3.091 

3,093 

26.0 

1,649 

14.9 

44 

257 

369 

119 

1,862 

1  <  .0 

1917 

106,500 

2,699 

2,714 

22.8 

1,7.50 

16.4 

33 

271 

362 

1,9  8 

1 8.6 

1918 

105,659 

2,979 

3,005 

2.5.4 

2,T.’2 

20.1 

41 

,  313 

359 

1  18 

2,394 

1919 

111,. 702 

3,104 

3,130 

26.9 

1,6.  7 

15.1 

37 

1 

370 

1 1  t 

1.892 

17.0 

1920 

1 15,945 

3.922 

3.96( 

34.2 

1,738 

1.5.0 

26 

288 

479 

121 

2,000 

1  17.1: 

1921 

1  18.400 

3,404 

3,507 

29.6 

1,541 

13.0 

12 

1  272 

33.5 

!H) 

1 ,80 1 

15.2 

Nocks. _ (a)  The  rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of 

the  population. 


(b)  The  populations  for  the  years  1915  onwards  are  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimates  for  the  civilian  pojai'ation. 

For  each  of  the  years  1916,  1917,  1918,  and  1919.  the  Registrar- 
General  supplied  two  estimates  of  jjopulation  : — 

(1)  for  calculating  birth-rates, 

(2)  „  „  death-rates. 

The  birth-rate  population  f(  r  each  of  those  years  was 
respectively  118,  956  ;  118,  717;  118,  387;  and  116,  l"^- 
The  death-rate  (or  civilian,)  population  is  shown  in  the 
table  above. 

(c)  “  Transferable  Deaths  ”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  htving  a 
fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a 
district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 


TABLE  5. _ BIRTH-RATES,  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  DEATH-RATES  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES,  1871-1921. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  diseases  which  are  compulsorily  notifiable  were  detailed 
in  my  Amiual  Report  for  1920.  There  were  no  additions  to  or 
removals  from  that  list  during  the  past  year. 

Prevalence. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  each  of  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Disea.se. 

1912jl913 

1914'l916 

1 

1916 

1 

1917^1918 

1919 

1 

1920  1921 

SmaJlpox . 

l' 

1 

. .  i  1 

6 

2 

,  . 

1 

•  • 

,  , 

Chickenpox  . 

.. 

210 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

273  1108 

10231  926 

363 

128 

76 

146 

146 

601 

Diphtheria  aiid  mem- 

hraiioiis  croup  . 

62 

61 

72  36 

41 

36 

26 

40 

34 

49 

Measles . 

429 

3936 

57 

2396 

German  measles . 

:: 

.  .  i  .  . 

32 

199 

11 

14 

Enteric  fever  . 

18 

22 

65  9 

7 

6 

12 

7 

io 

6 

Continued  fever . 

..  i  1 

8 

6 

2 

36 

14 

6 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . . . 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Polio-myelitis  . 

3 

3 

1  2 

1 

1 

.  . 

2 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . . 

6 

4 

7 

Pneumonia  ;  primary . .  . . 

64 

264 

18.T 

Pneumonia  :  influenzal  .  . 

.  . 

78 

60 

4C 

Puerperal  fever  . 

3 

6 

4  4 

6 

. . 

.  . 

2 

4 

3 

Ery8ipela.s  . 

65 

80 

70  67 

66 

35 

27 

41 

28 

36 

Ophthalmia  neunatur\nn 

1 9  36 

62 

23 

26 

36 

60 

26 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis.  . 

478 

3 19 

364  437 

294 

331 

227 

268 

270 

283 

Other  tuberculo.sis . 

188 

133  236 

203 

173 

119 

94 

90 

.11 

Tot.vl . 

9()4jl787 

1741  1743 

1700  4871 

683 

3237 

979 

1365 

Tlie  table  on  ])age  3S  gives  the  age-incidence  of  the  cases 
notified  in  1921,  the  number  occurring  in  each  Ward  of  the 
town,  together  with  the  number  removed  to  hospital,  and  the 
deaths  from  each  disea, se. 

No  ca.ses  of  smallpo.x,  continued  fever,  relaj)sing  fever,  cholera, 
j)lague,  cerehro-s])inal  fever,  trench  fever,  typhus  fever,  or  polio¬ 
encephalitis  were  notified  during  the  year. 


27 


Seasonal  Incidence. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  in 
each  month  of  the  year  : — 


1921. 


January 
February 
March 
April  .  . 
May  . . 
June  . . 
July  . . 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


o 

oo 


24 

23 

38 

36 

48 

26 

32 

28 

72 

111 

102 

61 


Total  . .  601  49 


Diphtheria. 

Enteric  fever. 

Dysentery. 

Malaria. 

Encephalitis 

lethargica. 

Polio-myelitis. 

Primary 

Pneumonia. 

Influenzal 

Pneumonia. 

Puerperal  fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum. 

Totals. 

3 

1 

2 

42 

7 

5 

84 

12 

1 

25 

12 

1 

1 

75 

4 

1 

1 

16 

9 

2 

71 

1 

1 

14 

2 

i 

3 

3 

61 

2 

1 

1 

12 

1 

4 

3 

72 

3 

1 

i 

i 

15 

2 

1 

2 

52 

2 

1 

i 

6 

,  , 

3 

2 

47 

5 

2 

,  . 

2 

8 

45 

6 

1 

9 

1 

4 

3 

96 

2 

1 

9 

1 

2 

4 

130 

6 

1 

13 

4 

4 

2 

131 

4 

1 

1 

2 

22 

1 

3 

2 

97 

49 

5 

2 

5 

7 

2 

185 

40 

3 

36 

26 

961 

Diseases  in  detail. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  394  cases  notified  during  the  year  ; 
283  pulmonary,  and  111  non-pulmonary.  There  were,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  1,599  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Borough.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  213,  and  of  these  40  (29 
pulmonary  and  11  non-pulmonary)  had  not  been  notified  prior  to 
death.  This  figure  is  an  improvement  on  that  for  1920,  when  57 
cases  had  not  been  notified.  When  it  is  discovered  that  a  case 
of  tuberculosis  has  died  for  whom  no  previous  notification  has 
been  received  a  letter  is  sent  to  the  doctor  who  certifies  the  deatli, 
reminding  him  of  his  obligations  under  the  regulations. 

Smallpox. — No  cases  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year.  Five  residents  were  reported  as  having  been  in  contact 
with  cases  of  smallpox  or  as  having  come  from  places  abroad  where 
smallpox  was  prevalent.  They  were  kept  under  observation  for 
periods  of  21  days. 

No  vaccinations  were  caivied  out  under  the  Public  Health 
(Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  3"ear 
was  601  as  compared  with  146  for  1920.  The  disease  was  more 
prevalent  than  in  anj’  j’ear  since  1915.  The  cases  appeared  to  be 
of  a  mild  t_vpe.  There  were  4  deaths  (including  one  non-resident 
tran.sferable  death).  73  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  removed  to 
hos])ital.  There  were  3  “  return  ”  cases. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  185  cases  of  primary  pneumonia 
notified  during  1921  compared  with  264  in  1920.  In  addition 
there  were  40  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  as  compared  with  60 
in  1920.  There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  fulfilling  the 
requirements  as  to  notification  of  such  cases  during  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever. — A  further  reduction  occurred  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  this  disease.  Five  cases  were  notified  in  1921  as 
compared  with  10  in  1920.  Of  the  5  cases,  two  occurred  in 
seamen  who  had  contracted  the  disease  elsewhere  ;  one  was  a 
woman  of  67  vears  and  two  were  children  aged  3  and  7  j'ears  res¬ 
pectively.  As  regards  sanitary  conveniences,  4  of  the  houses  had 
privy'  receptacles  and  1  had  a  w.c. 

There  were  2  deaths  ;  a  child  aged  3  years,  and  a  woman  aged 
67. 

The  incidence  of  enteric  fever  has  decreased  over  the  country 
generallj',  but  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  there  should  be  so 
few  cases  of  the  di.sease  in  South  Shields,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  always  a  risk  of  its  introduction  from  abroad,  and  that 
the  privy  system  is  said  to  favour  its  spread. 

Diphtheria. — These  were  49  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  as 
compared  with  34  during  1920.  There  were  12  deaths,  the  case 
mortality  being  25  jier  cent.  The  mortalit}'  from  diphtheria  is 
too  high,  but  in  the  absence  of  adecjuate  hospital  accommodation 
this  is  to  be  expected  since  the  successful  treatment  of  the  disease 
demands  a  high  degree  of  nursing  skill,  and  this  cannot  be  obtained 
in  many  of  the  homes.  It  is  anticipated  that  it  will  now  be  po.ssible 
to  accommodate  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  isolation  hospital. 
The  death  rate  from  diphtheria  was  .10  jkt  1,000  of  the  population. 
176,000  units  of  antitoxin  were  supplied  free  from  mj'  Department. 

Kncephalitis  Letharoica. — Seven  cases  were  notified  during 
the  3’ear— 4  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease.  No  relationshij)  or 
intercommunication  between  the  cases  could  be  established.  The 
cases  occurred  in  different  wards  of  the  Boroinh.  Two  were 
treated  in  the  isolation  hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 1  have  considerable  satisfaction 
in  recording  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  This  is  orv'  of  the  most  easily  preventable  of  all 
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diseases,  but  if  not  prc'vented,  or  if  treatment  is  delayed,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  the  child's  vision  may  be  seriously  impaired.  There 
were  26  cases  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  50  in 
1920.  In  the  following  table  the  cases  are  analysed  with  regard 
to  the  amount  of  damage  to  vision. 


Cases. 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

home. 

III 

hospital . 

26 

25 

1 

26 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases.— Three  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
were  notified  during  the  year,  2  of  which  died. 

There  were  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  ;  both  died. 

Two  cases  of  dysentery  and  5  of  malaria  were  notified,  none 
of  which  were  indigenous  cases.  Two  of  the  malaria  cases  were 
from  one  ship;  they  developed  the  disease  .soon  after  their  arrival 
in  the  Borough. 

36  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  and  one  death  occurred 
from  this  disea.se. 

Certain  non-notifiahle  diseases. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles. — ^Information  as  to  the 
occurrence  of  these  disea.ses  is  obtained  through  the  schools  and 
from  the  Health  Visitors.  200  cases  of  whooping  cough  and  500 
cases  of  measles  came  under  surveillance  during  the  year.  Being 
regarded  by  many  people  as  trivial  complaints,  they  are  frequently 
neglected.  '  The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  connection  with 
these  diseases  materially  assists  in  the  prevention  of  much 
subsequent  invalidity. 

Measles  caused  44  deaths,  and  whooping  cough  27. 

On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  measles,  three  classes  of 
Baring  Street  Infants’  School  were  closc'd  from  (ith  to  18th  May, 
and  two  classes  at  Barnes  Infants’  »School  from  14th  to  26th  June. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — The  deaths  from  these  diseases  in 
children  under  2  years  of  age  numbered  73,  the  death  rate  being 
0.62  per  1,000  of  the  poiiulation,  and  21  per  1,000  births.  In  spite 
of  the  climatic  conditions  being  favourable  there  did  not  appear  to 
be  an  excessive  number  of  cases. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

Accommodation. 

Details  as  to  the  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  were 
given  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1920.  As  a  consequence  of  the 
epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  last  four  months  of  1921  the 
accommodation  at  the  hospital  was  overcrowded,  and  the  standard 
of  air  space  recognised  for  infectious  diseases  hospitals  was  infringed 
to  a  very  considerable  extent.  It  was  only  possible  to  admit  cases 
from  sublet  or  otherwise  overcrowded  houses.  73  per  ceni.  of 
the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  Many  who  would  otherwise 
hav^e  been  removed  had  to  be  refused  admission. 

It  was  thought  that  the  experience  of  seven  years  ago  would 
be  repeated  when  additonal  beds  had  to  be  found  in  a  marquee. 
The  Council,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  purchased  three  army 
huts.  These  were  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the  hospital,  and  provide 
accommodation  for  patients  and  nursing  staff.  Tliey  were  prac¬ 
tically  ready  for  occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  existing  economic  circumstances  it  did  not  appear 
expedient  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  proposed  new  hospital 
for  infectious  diseases  and  tuberculosis.  The  Council,  therefore, 
decided  to  carry  out  certain  repairs  and  necessary  improvements 
to  the  existing  hospital. 

Cases  Treated  during  1921. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  treated  at  the 
Deans  Hospital  during  1921  : — 


Notified  Diseases. 

Remaining  in 
on  Dec.  31st,  1920. 

Admitted 
during  1921. 

j 

1  Discharged. 

1 

Died. 

1 

1  Remaining  in 

on  Dec.  31st,  1921. 

Scarlet  fever . 

31 

436 

386 

4 

77 

Enteric  fever . 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Diphtheria . 

3 

7 

9 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

2 

2 

Meningitis  . 

1 

i 

Suspected  scarlet  fever . 

1 

1 

Totals . 

36 

450 

401 

7 

77 
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The  average  daily  number  of  cases  under  treatment  in  hospital 


is  shewn  below  ; — 


lo  OllV-  VV  lA 

Notified 

Diseases. 

< 

January.  " 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Whole  year. 

Scarlet  fever . . 
Enteric  fever 
Other . 

31 

0 

5 

39 

1 

6 

47 

1 

3 

47 

0 

0 

64 

0 

47 

0 

37 

0 

36 

1 

62 

89 

104 

90 

56 

0 

1 

Totfl.ls . 

36 

46 

61 

47 

54 

47 

37 

*7 

52 

1 

89  |l04 

90 

57 

Scarlet  Fever  Cases. — 436  cases  were  admitted  during  the 
year.  The  greatest  number  under  treatment  at  any  one  time  was 
117,  on  November  10th.  The  lowest  number,  was  24,  on  January 
6th’ and  10th.  The  average  stay  in  hospital  was  47  days. 

Three  cases  were  found  not  to  be  scarlet  fever,  the  ultimate 
diagnosis  being  measles  (2  cases)  and  diphtheria^  (1  case). 

Seven  scarlet  fever  patients  developed  chickenpox  after  periods 
in  hospital  varying  from  one  day  to  five  weeks.  One  developed 
measles  after  being  six  weeks  in  hospital. 

Four  deaths  occurred.  One  patient  died  within  half  an  hour 
of  admission  from  acute  rheumatism  and  endocarditis.  Another 
death  was  primarily  due  to  tuberculous  meningitis.  The  two 
other  deaths  occurred  after  8  and  33  days  treatment,  the  causes 
being  scarlet  fever  with  broncho -pneumonia  and  scarlet  fever 
with  endocarditis. 

The  cases,  on  the  whole,  were  mild  in  type,  but  it  was  evident 
as  the  hospital  became  overcrowded  that  the  disease  tended  to 
become  more  “  septic.”  This  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  decreased 
air  space  and  consequent  concentration  of  the  infection. 

Enteric  Fever  Cases. — Three  cases  were  admitted ;  one 
death  occurred,  after  8  days  in  hospital. 

Diphtheria. — Seven  cases  were  admitted  ;  one  death  occurred 
within  24  hours  of  admission. 

Other  Diseases. — One  case  of  meningitis  and  one  of  suspected 
scarlet  fever  were  admitted.  The  case  of  meningitis  ended  fatally. 

Smallpox. — No  case  from  the  Borough  was  admitted  to  the 
Whiteleas  Smallpox  Hospital  during  the  year.  Two  patients  and 
seven  contacts  were  removed  from  the  area  of  a  neighbouring 
authority.  The  ultimate  diagnosis  was  chickenpox  in  each  case. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS.  HOSPITALS  AND 

OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.— There  are  no  arrange- 
ment.s  for  providing  nursing  assistance,  voluntary  or  othei’wise,  in 
the  Borough,  except  any  such  provision  which  may  b(‘  made  by  the 
Poor  Law  Authority. 

Mtuwives.— No  midwives  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority.  There  are  1 8  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough. 

Clinics.—  The  following  clinics  are  provided  by  the  Council 
Tuberculosis  Clinic — Town  Hall. 

Maternity  and  f?hild  Welfare  (Vntre— (Treatment  and 
consultation ) — Town  H  all . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre— (Treatment  and 
consultation)— St.  Hilda’s,  Coronation  Street  (Opened, 
November,  1921). 

School  Clinic — Town  Hall. 

School  Clinic— (Dental  and  Surgical,  and  Cleansing  Station) 
— Wesley  Street. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic — Deans  Hospital. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries. 

Ho-SPITALs.- The  only  hospitals  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority  are  the  Isolation  Ho.spital,  Dean  Poad,  and  the  Tubei- 
cnlosis  Sanatorium,  Cleadon  Park. 

The  Council  is  oiie  of  the  component  authorities  of  the  North 
East  Durham  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board,  which  maintains 
the  \Vhiteleas  Smallpox  Hospital. 

There  an'  no  maternity  or  children’s  hospitals  in  the  Borough. 
The  Ingham  Infirmarv  (Voluntary)  contains  SO  beds,  mostly 
for  surgical  cases.  The  ('ouncil  l.ave  an  agreement  with  the  Ingham 
Infirmary  whereby  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  the 
expens«'  of  the  Council. 

Other  hospitals  used  by  the  inhabitants  are  : 

The  Koyal  Victoria  Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  for  Children,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

'I’lie  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Sunderland. 

The  Harton  Institution  (Poor  Law)  which  serves  a  large 
area  of  N.E.  Durham,  including  South  Shields 
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County  Borough,  South  Shields  Rural  District, 
Borough  of  Jarrow,  and  Urban  District  of  Hebbum, 
is  situated  in  the  Borough. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  Mothers,  Illegi¬ 
timate  Infants,  and  Homless  Children. — No  institutional  pro¬ 
vision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority. 

St.  Verca’s  Home  (Church  of  England),  the  Salvation  Army 
Home,  and  the  Edward  Brough  Home  (Poor  Children’s  Holiday 
Association)  are  maintained  by  the  respective  authorities  men!  ioned. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (a)  The  Council  provide  a  motor 
ambulance  at  the  Deans  Hospital  for  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

(h)  The  police  ambulance  is  maintained  for  accident  and 
other  non-inf ectious  cases. 

Laboratory  Work. — ^The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the 
examinations  of  pathological  material  carried  out  in  the  Municipal 
Laboratory  during  the  year.  In  addition,  specimens  were  sent 
from  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  to  the  College  of  Medicine, 


Newcastle,  for  examination  : — 

Nature  of  Examination.  No. 

Swahs  for  diphtheria  bacilli .  226 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli .  271 

Blood  for  Widal  re -action .  6 

Faeces  for  b. typhosus . . .  2 

Pus  for  gonococci  and  other  organisms .  23 

Shaving  orush  for  o.  anthracis .  1 

Hair  for  ringworm  . .  27 

LTine  for  chemical  and  microscopical  examination .  29 

Urine  for  bacteriological  examination .  2 

Vaccines  prepared  .  6 

Preparation  of  tuberculin. 

Pieparation  of  media. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Incidence. 


Number  of  South  Shields  residents  on  Tuberculosis 

Register  on  January  1st,  1921  .  1,860 

Number  notified  during  1921  .  394 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  1921 .  665 

Total  number  of  South  Shields  residents  on  Register  on 

December  31st,  1921  .  1,599 

The  reasons  for  removal  from  the  register  were  : — 

Found  on  examination  not  to  be  suffering  from 

tuberculosis  .  4 

Cases  who  showed  no  active  signs  for  tw'o  years ....  290 

left  the  district .  23 

Two  years  untraced  .  14 

Apparently  well  for  two  years .  140 

Died  from  tuberculosis .  173 

Died  from  causes  other  than  tuberculosis .  11 


Notification. 

Of  the  394  ca.ses  notified  during  the  year,  283  had  pulmonary 
and  1 1 1  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Of  the  total  notifications, 
25  were  in  respect  of  Arab  seamen  resident  in  the  town.  Of  the  213 
deaths  from  tulxTculosis  40  had  not  been  notified  before  death. 
Of  the  173  notified  cases  who  died — 

23  died  before  the  notification  was  received. 

23  ,,  within  one  week  of  notification. 

20  ,,  ,,  >>  to  a  month  of  notification. 

26  ,,  ,,  one  month  to  3  months  „ 

21  ,,  ,,  3  months  to  6  months  ,, 

20  ,,  ,,  6  months  to  12  months  ,, 

It  will  Ik'  seen  that  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  slackness  on  the 
part  of  some  general  practitioners  with  regard  to  the  notification 
of  tubt'rculosis.  If  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  prevention 
of  this  disease  are  to  be  successful,  prompt  notification  of  cases 
as  they  occur  is  es.sential,  since  the  measures  depend  to  a  large 
extent  upon  notification.  It  will  be  most  regrettable  if  statutory 
action  has  to  be  resorted  to  Indore  the  resjjonsibilities  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Regulations  are  realised. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  cases  notified  during  the  year 
classified  according  to  sex  and  age  groups.  It  should  be  recorded 
here  as  an  explanation  in  part,  of  the  excess  of  males  over  females, 
that  21  of  the  Arab  seamen  referred  to  above  were  pulmonary 
cases  :  19  aged  20-35  years,  1  aged  35-45,  and  1  aged  45-65  3^ears. 


Years. 

0—1 

1— 

2— 

3— 

4— 

5— 

10— 

15— 

20— 

35— 

45— ;65— 

"5 

! 

0 

H 

Pulmonary  : 
Males  . 

2 

1 

2 

2 

19 

10 

10 

57 

38 

15 

3 

105 

Females  .... 

3 

3 

2 

20 

11 

14 

40 

18 

7 

.  , 

118 

Non-pulmonary: 
Males  . 

3 

2 

2 

6 

20 

7 

12 

7 

4 

3 

2 

56 

Females  .... 

1 

4 

-3 

4 

3 

9 

5 

10 

3 

1 

55 

Mortality. 

During  the  year  there  were  213  deaths  from  tuberculosis  ; 
171  pulmonary  and  42  non-pulmonary,  corresponding  to  a  death 
rate  of  1.80  per  1,000  of  the  population.  17  or  8  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  occurred  among  Arab  seamen. 

Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Residential  Institutional  Treatment. — On  1st  May,  1921, 
the  duty  of  providing  treatment  for  insured  persons  was  transferred 
from  the  Health  Insurance  Committee  to  the  Town  Council.  Prior 
to  this  date  no  institutions  were  mider  the  control  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration.  On  1st  May,  the  Council  became  responsible  for  the 
treatment  of  7  men — 5  of  whom  were  ex-service  men — and  one 
woman,  who  were  then  in  sanatoria.  After  that  date  3  ex-service 
and  4  insured  men  were  sent  to  various  sanatoria  at  the  cost  of 
the  Council.  On  July  28th  the  Mansion  House  at  Cleadon  Park 
was  opened  for  the  sanatorium  treatment  of  tuberculosis  and 
accommodation  was  provided  for  20  men  and  5  women  ;  later  it 
was  found  possible  to  provide  for  2  additional  men  and  2  women. 
Before  the  end  of  the  year,  45  patients  were  admitted  to  Cleadon 
Park  Sanatorium,  of  whom  16  were  ex-service  men. 

During  the  year  34  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  were  treated 
at  the  Ingham  Infirmary  at  the  cost  of  the  Corporation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  and  classification 
of  South  Shields  patients  admitted  to  institutions  during  1921,  and 
includes  those  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation. 
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Insured. 

Non-Insured. 

Kxservic 

men. 

Women. 

c 

V 

Women. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total, 

Approved  Sanatoria,  etc. — 

Cleadon  Park . 

16 

14 

o 

Z 

6 

4 

3 

45 

Stanliope  . 

8 

14 

.  . 

1 

23 

Ingham  Infirmary . 

12 

2 

7 

21 

12 

54 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary . 

2 

,  . 

2 

4 

Other  Sanatoria,  etc . 

•  i 

1 

9. 

3 

7 

Poor  Law-  Institutions  . 

35* 

5 

i 

io 

5 

4 

GO 

Other  Hospitals . 

i 

1 

2 

*  Includes  18  Arab  seamen. 


The  number  of  individual  patients  referred  to  in  the  abo\e 
statement  was  185,  of  whom  121  were  pulmonary  and  64  non- 
pulmonary  cases.  (Ten  of  the  patients  received  treatment  in 
more  than  one  institution  during  the  year). 

Municipal  Clinic. 

The  details  as  to  the  scope  of  the  work,  etc.,  are  substantially 
the  same  as  in  my  former  reports.  The  only  change  in  the  staff 
was  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Douglas  Martin,  and  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Wear  as  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  Dr.  Wear’s  report  on  the  work  of  the 
clinic  during  the  year. 

330  new  cases  were  examined  at  the  clinic.  Of  these  169  were 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  129  had  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and 
40  tuberculosis  of  other  organs.  In  161  cases  no  evidence  of  the 
disease  was  found. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the 


clinic  during  1921  : 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinic  .  14,209 

,,  ,,  examinations  ,,  .  1,154 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  .  330 

,,  examinations  of  ex-service  men .  393 

Number  on  clinic  treatment  register  on  1-1-21 .  284 

,,  taken  on  for  treatment  in  1921 .  174 

,,  discharged  .  129 

,,  remaining  under  treatment  on  31-12-21  ....  329 

,,  of  home  visits  paid  by  Health  V’isitors — 

First  visits .  400 

Subsequent  visits .  4,137 

,,  of  pn'mises  disinfected  after  removal  to 

hospital  .  38 

,,  „  ,,  cifter  death .  141 
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EXAMINATION  OF  NEW  CASES. 


Found 

tuberc 

to  be 
ulous. 

Not 

tuber¬ 

culous. 

Total. 

Pulm. 

Non-pulm. 

luBured  Men  . 

50 

2 

24 

76 

Women 

5 

1 

2 

8 

Non-insured  Men  . 

3 

3 

1 

7 

Women 

25 

9 

38 

72 

Boys . 

20 

15 

44 

79 

Girls . 

26 

10 

52 

88 

Total  . 

129 

40 

161 

330 

Thirty-eight  of  these  cases  were  ex-service  men  referred  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Medical 
Services,  South  Shields  Area. 


TREATMENT  AT  CLINIC. 


Under 

treatment 

on 

31-12-20. 

New 

cases. 

Cases 

taken 

off 

Register. 

Cases 

remaining 

31-12-21. 

Insured — 

Pulmonary  :  — 

Men  . 

66 

33 

34 

65 

Women  . 

26 

4 

9 

21 

Non-pulmonary — 

Men  . 

4 

5 

4 

5 

Women  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Non -insured  : 

Pulmonary — 

Men  . 

2 

1 

1 

Women  . 

29 

28 

10 

47 

41 

31 

16 

56 

Girls  . 

55 

33 

25 

63 

N on  -pul  raonary — 

Men  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

Women  . 

4 

8 

2 

10 

Boys  . 

29 

17 

11 

35 

Girls  . 

27 

14 

16 

25 

Total  . 

284 

174  • 

129 

329 

TABLE  6 -CASES  OF,  AND  DEATHS  FROM,  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SOUTH  SHIELDS  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1921. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Dr.  C.  G.  Timms  was  in  clinical  charge  of  the  Municipal  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinic  at  the  Deans  Hospital  imtil  the  middle  of  August. 
On  relinquishing  his  appointment  the  work  was  carried  on  by  one 
of  the  local  medical  practitioners  until  September  1st,  when  Dr.  A. 
B.  McAulay  Lang  took  up  duty.  There  were  no  other  changes  in 
the  staff  during  the  year. 

The  following  report  by  Dr.  Lang  gives  the  details  of  the  work 
carried  out  at  the  clinic  in  1921. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  Out-Patient  Department 
at  the  Deans  Hospital  has  progressed  steadily  towards  greater 
efficiency  and  the  benefits  there  available  have  been  increasingly 
taken  advantage  of.  The  total  number  of  new  patients  seen 
during  the  year  was  834,  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  made 
by  patients  was  18,157.  Of  this  number  12,687  have  been  made 
by  residents,  and  5,470  hy  non-residents. 

The  irrigation  room  foi  male  gonorrhoea  cases,  inaugurated 
last  year,  has  been  a  very  valuable  aid  in  treatment,  and  a  great 
incentive  to  the  patients  to  continue  their  attendances  at  the 
centre.  It  is  open  morning  and  ev^ening  every  week-day  with  the 
exception  of  Wednesday  and  Saturday  evenings.  The  present 
accommodation  provided  has  until  now  sufficed,  but,  with  the 
steady  increase  in  attendances,  further  facilities  for  irrigation  will 
probably  soon  be  required. 

During  the  year  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  irrigation 
of  female  gonorrhoea  cases,  and  the  way  in  Avhich  the  patients  are 
taking  advantage  of  these  is  highlj^  satisfactory.  The  female 
irrigation  room  is  open  every  week-day  at  such  times  that  male 
and  female  patients  do  not  come  in  contact.  A  marked  feature  of 
the  female  department  is  the  large  prejjonderance  of  “  innocents  ” 
and  the  comparative  absence  of  the  amateur  and  professional  class 
who  are  so  largely  responsible  for  the  spread  of  these  diseases. 

Scope  of  the  Work. 

All  patients  at  their  first  attendance  are  examined  clinically, 
and  their  treatment  prescribed.  Pamphlets  containing  instructions 
as  to  general  hygiene  whilst  undergoing  treatment  are  given,  and 
the  necessity  for  regular  attendance  emphasized.  Patients  are 
requested  to  notify  me  if  they  intend  leaving  the  district  so  that 
information  concerning  facilities  for  treatment  in  their  new  area 
may  be  given.  Particulars  regarding  treatment  centres  all  over 
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the  world  have  been  compiled  and  arc  now  available,  such  informa¬ 
tion  being  especially  valuable  to  the  sea-faring  patients. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  treated 
during  the  year  1921 ;  under  “  total  cases  ”  is  included,  the  number 
of  old  patients  who  continued  their  treatment  from  previous  years. 


(a)  Cases  treated  in  the  South  Shields  Clinic  during  1921. 


NkW  C.4SES. 

Tota 

L  Cases 

Male. 

Female. 

^  Residents. 

Non- 

re.sidents. 

Male. 

Female. 

Syphilis  . 

192 

37 

1  147 

82 

399 

79 

Soft  chancre .... 

19 

,  , 

1  7 

12 

26 

Gonorrhoea  .... 

377 

18 

307 

188 

651 

29 

Non-venereal 

diseases  .... 

185 

6 

111 

80 

185 

6 

Total  . 

773 

61 

'  472 

1 

362 

1,261 

114 

In  table  (6)  is  tabulated  the  number  of  attimdances  of  patients 
made  at  the  (,'linic  during  the  year,  attendances  to  see  the  Medical 
Officer  being  shown  .separately  from  other  intermediate  attend¬ 
ances.  The  total  attendances  numbered  18,157,  as  compan'd 
with  14,837  during  1920.  'I’he  average  number  of  attenrlances 
])er  patient  is  also  noted  under  the  sejiarate  di.seases. 


(b)  Total  Attendances  at  the  Clinic. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total.  Average 

Attendance. 

« 

M.O. 

Others 

M.O. 

Others 

M.O. 

Others  Male 

Female 

.Syphilis  .... 

2,24b 

1,309 

470 

109 

2,718 

1 

1,418  8.9 

7.3 

Soft  chancre.  . 

72 

84 

72 

84  6.0 

,  , 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

2.294 

9,988 

175 

678 

2,469 

10,666  18.9 

29.4 

Non -venereal 

! 

diseases  .  . 

320 

394 

11 

5 

331 

399;  3.9 

2.7 

Total  .... 

4,934 

11,775 

6.56 

792 

5,590 

13,567  13.3 

12.7 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  table  is  the  large  number  of 
non-residents,  including  many  foreign  seanum.  The  attendances 
of  non-residents  are  shewn  as  under  : — 
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Attendances. 


From  13  Counties  .  1,368 

,,  17  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  W  ales  1,372 

,,  Scotland .  1,407 

,,  Ireland  .  29 

,,  9  Colonies,  etc .  438 

„  16  foreign  countries .  856 


Total .  5,470 


As  will  be  seen,  a  large  number  of  attendances  was  made  by 
non-venereal  patients.  Most  of  these  had  exposed  themselves  to 
the  risk  of  infection  and  came  for  advice,  but  a  certain  number 
were  sufferers  from  chronic  diseases  who  came  fearing  they  might 
have  a  venereal  origin. 

Table  (c)  shows  the  number  of  patients  who  were  discharged, 
transferred,  or  ceased  to  attend  during  the  year,  and  those  still 
under  treatment  on  December  31st,  1921. 

(c)  Ca.ses  Discharged,  etc. 


Syphilis. 

Soft  chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Ceased  attending — 

(a)  before  completing  first 
course  of  treatment.  .  .  . 

123 

19 

420 

10 

(h)  after  one  or  more  courses, 
but  before  completion 
of  treatment . 

124 

20 

(c)  after  completion  of  treat¬ 
ment;  but  before  final 
tests  as  to  cure . 

16 

2 

2 

Transferred  to  other  centres  .  . 

10 

2 

1 

17 

2 

Discharged  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  observa¬ 
tion  . • . 

12 

4 

21 

50 

2 

Under  treatment  .31-12-21  .  . 

114 

32 

4 

162 

16 

This  table  illustrates  a  very  unsatisfactory  feature  in  the  fight 
against  venereal  diseases,  viz.,  the  number  of  patients  who  cease 
attending  before  they  have  completed  a  course  of  treatment.  This 
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proportion  is  being  steadily  reduced,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  it  will 
be  still  further  reduced  as  the  patients  realise  the  disabilities 
produced  by  neglect.  The  floating  population  is  largely  responsible 
for  the  magiiitude  of  the  figures.  I  advocate  strongly  that  com¬ 
pulsory  attendance  should  be  enforced  by  legislative  measures. 

Criteria  of  Cure. 

The  requirements  that  are  insisted  on  before  a  patient  is 
discharged  as  cured  are  as  follows.  In  the  case  of  syphilis,  the 
course  of  treatment  prescribed  is  regulated  by  the  stage  of  the 
disease  on  commencing  treatment,  and  the  results  of  the  VVasser- 
mann  reaction.  Before  “  discharge  as  cured,”  negative  Wassermaim 
tests  at  intervals  of  three  months  over  a  period  of  two  years  after 
the  cessation  of  all  treatment,  is  insisted  on.  Prior  to  the  later 
“  Wassermanns,”  a  provocative  injection  of  salvarsan  substitute 
is  given.  In  the  case  of  gonorrhoea  patients,  there  must  be  no 
clinical  evidence  of  disease  after  resumption  of  normal  habits  of 
life  as  regards  food,  exercise,  alcohol,  s})ices,  etc.  Microscopical 
examination  of  the  exudates  must  be  negative  after  a  provocative 
irrigation,  prostatic  massage,  ])assage  of  a  bougie,  and  in  selected 
ca.ses,  a  ])ro vocative  injection  of  vaccine. 

In-Patient  Treatment. 

The  total  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  wards  of  the 
clinic  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  in-j)atient  days,  are 
shown  in  table  (d).  All  the  in-patients  were  males. 


((/)  In-P.\tient  TRE.VrMENT. 


No.  of  In-pat iouts. 

• 

No.  of  In-pi 

itient  days. 

Resident. 

Non¬ 

resident. 

Resident. 

Non¬ 

resident. 

Syphilis  . 

() 

1(> 

139 

4.’>5 

Soft  chancre . 

1 

2 

03 

41 

Gonorrhoea  . 

1 

14 

Ui 

393 

Non-venereal  diseases. . 

1 

- 

Total  . 

9 

.S2 

220 

889 

48 


Salvarsan  Substitutes  Used. 

During  the  year  No varseno billon  has  been  used  exclusively 
at  the  Centre,  and  the  number  of  doses  given  is  shown  in  Table  (e). 
The  table  also  shows  the  number  of  doses  supplied  to  five  local 
medical  practitioners  who  applied  for  them  to  the  clinic. 

Of  the  salvarsan  substitutes  used  at  the  clinic,  1,572  doses 
were  administered  to  out-patients,  and  65  to  in-patients;  1,111 
doses  to  residents,  and  526  to  non-residents. 


((?)  Salvarsan  Substitutes  used. 


Number  of  doses. 

Name  of  Drug. 

Dose. 

At  Clinic. 

To  local  doctors. 

Novarsenobillon . ' 

0.15  grm. 
0.3  „ 

3 

166 

23 

0.46  ,, 

320 

19 

0.6  „ 

1,001 

55 

0.75  „ 

96 

10 

0.9  „ 

51 

10 

Total  . 

I  1,637 

117 

Co-operation  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

The  local  medical  practitioners  continue  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  clinic  for  diagnosis  and  treatment, 
and  the  spirit  of  good-will  existing  is  very  satisfactory. 


Pathological  Examinations. 

In  accordance  with  arrangements  entered  into  in  1916,  the 
following  examinations  of  pathological  material  from  South  Shields 
patients  were  made  at  the  Durham  University  f College  of  Medicine, 
Newcastle-on -Tyne,  during  the  year  1921.  These  examinations 
are  in  addition  to  those  carried  out  at  the  South  Shields  Clinic, 
but  they  include  specimens  sent  from  the  clinic.  It  will  be  seen 
that  14  private  medical  practitioners  (10  of  whom  were  South 
Shields  doctors)  sent  82  specimens  to  the  College  of  Medicine. 

445  specimens  were  sent  from  the  clinic.  The  number  of 
microscopical  examinations  made  at  the  local  clinic  was  .34. 
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if)  Pathological  Examinations. 


Source  of  Material. 

Nature  of  E 

ramination. 

Total. 

Wassermann 

reactions. 

Micros¬ 

copical. 

South  Shields  V.D.  Clinic . 

413 

413 

Nevi  (;astle  V.D.  Clinic . 

113 

113 

Sunderland  V.D.  Clinic . 

3 

1 

4 

Hart  on  Hospital,  South  Shields 

4 

4 

Ingham  Infirmary,  South  Shields 

1 

1 

Eye  Infirmary,  Sunderland  .... 

2 

2 

Private  practitioners  (14) . 

'  79 

3 

82 

Total  . 

616 

4 

619 

South  Shields  Cases  Treated  at  other  Centres. 

In  adtlition  to  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the  local  municipal 
treatment  centre.  I  learn  from  returns  received  that  South  Shields 
residents  received  treatment  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle ;  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland  ;  the  “  Dread¬ 
nought  ”  Hospital,  Greenwich  ;  and  the  Borough  Hospital,  Birken¬ 
head.  Details  of  the  patients  treated  are  as  follows  : — 


1  Newcastle. 

Sunderland. 

"3 

c8 

£ 

’S 

u 

s 

Greenwich. 

Total. 

(a)  Number  of  per.sons  dealt  with  during  the 
year  for  the  first  time,  and  found  to  be 
suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis  (males,  21  ;  females,  14)  .  . 

31 

1 

3 

36 

Soft  chancre  (males,  4) . 

1 

3 

4 

Gonorrhoea  (males,  18  ;  females,  6) 

13 

2 

8 

23 

Non -venereal  disease  (males,  2  ; 
females,  4) . 

6 

6 

(6)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  out¬ 
patient  clinics  . 

635 

26 

2 

82 

744 

(c)  Aggregate  number  of  “  in-patient  ”  days 

7 

,  , 

16 

23 

(d)  Number  of  doses  of  salvarsan  substitutes 
given  in  the — 

1.  Out-patient  clinics . 

176 

3 

1 

180 

2.  In-patient  departments . 

■■  1 

, 
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Propaganda. 

In  March,  a  week’s  course  of  lectures,  including  a  cinema 
exhibition  of  the  films  “  The  Shadow,”  and  “  How  Life  Begins,” 
was  given  by  a  lecturer  from  the  National  Council  for  Combating 
\enereal  Diseases.  The  total  attendance  was  approximately 
2,000. 

Another  week’s  campaign  was  held  in  October,  when  the  film 
“  Open  your  Eyes  ”  was  shown  daily  at  a  local  picture  house,  and 
a  lecturer  from  the  National  Council  delivered  an  address  at  each 
meeting.  The  attendance  was  about  2,400. 

Literature  has  been  given  out  from  the  Clinic,  and  at  the 
meetings  referred  to.  A  supply  was  also  sent  to  the  local  secretary 
of  the  National  Seamen’s  Insurance  Society  for  distribution  to 
seamen. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Notification  of  Births. 

The  number  of  births  reported  to  the  Health  Department 
(luring  1921  was  .3,466,  as  under  : — 

(a)  Notified  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts  : — 


by  midwives  .  1,859 

by  doctors .  512 

by  relatives  and  others .  238 

— -  2,609 

(b)  Reported  by  local  Registrars  : — 

(not  previously  notified) .  857 


Total .  3,466 


This  total  includes  34  live  twin  births  and  1  live  triplet  birth, 
but  is  exclusive  of  104  still-births  (29  notified  bj"  doctors,  72  by 
midwives,  and  3  by  relatives). 

There  was  again  a  slight  imjjrovement  in  the  notification  of 
births  during  the  ja'ar,  but  the  proportion  notified  to  the  total 
registered  is  still  only  about  75  {jer  cent.  It  will  be  observed  that 
midwives  and  doctors  report  nearly  all  the  cases.  Parents  and 
others  notify  comparatively  few. 

The  still-births  notified  amounted  to  3.0  per  cent,  of  the  total 
registered  live  births,  as  against  3.1  per  cent,  for  1920. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Number  of  deaths  during  1921  among  infants  under  1  year  335 


The  princij)al  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Premature  birth  .  77 

Debility  .  38 

Malformation,  atelectasis  and  injury  .  .  19 

Bronchitis  .  30 

Pneumoaiia  .  19 

Gastro-intestinal  disorders .  63 

Convulsions  .  49 

Syphilis .  9 

Whooping  Cough .  8 

.Measles .  5 

Infant  mortality  rate .  96 

Infant  mortality  rate  in  illegitimate  infants  ....  170 
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Of  the  infant  deaths,  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  half  were  due 
to  premature  birth,  debility,  malformation,  etc.,  and  syphilis.  The 
majority  of  deaths  from  these  causes  and  probably  a  number 
ascribed  to  convulsions  are  due  to  ante-natal  conditions.  The 
development  of  the  ante-natal  side  of  the  Council  s  maternity  and 
child  welfare  scheme  will  no  doubt  tend  to  reduce  the  mortality 
from  these  causes. 

63  deaths  were  due  to  gastro -intestinal  disorders — many  of  them 
were  probably  associated  with  errors  in  diet — while  49  deaths  were 
caused  by  respiratory  diseases. 

The  causes  of  death  and  age-incidence  are  given  in  greater 
detail  in  the  tables  on  pages  52  and  53. 


Deaths  of  Mothers  during  Labour  and  Puerperium. 

12  deaths  occurred  from  the  following  causes  : — 

Puerperal  fever  .  2 

Puerperal  haemorrhage .  2 

Abortion  .  1 

Ectopic  gestation .  1 

Rierperal  nephritis .  3 

Puerperal  convulsions .  3 

The  maternal  mortality  is  therefore  3.4  per  1,000  births. 

Inspection  of  Midwives  and  Administration  of  the  Midwives  Acts. 

At  the  end  of  1920  there  were  16  midwives  practising  in  the 
Borough  ;  all  were  practising  independently  of  any  association, 
hospital,  or  voluntary  agency.  During  1920  four  trained  midwi\es 
commenced  work  in  the  town,  including  one  who  acted  as  a  locum 
tenens.  One  midwife  removed  from  the  district,  and  one  midwiie 
did  not  notify  her  intention  to  practise  during  the  year.  At  the 
end  of  1921  there  were  18  practising  midwives  in  the  Borough, 
of  whom  three  were  untrained. 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  during  the 
year  was  1,684  ;  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  as  compared 
with  over  60  per  cent,  during  1920. 

The  Inspector  of  Midwives  paid  202  visits  of  inspection  to 
midwives,  of  which  158  were  routine  visits  and  44  special  mspections. 
The  number  of  interviews  with  midwives  at  the  Health  Department 

was  7. 
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I  have  again  to  record  an  improvement  in  the  keeping  of 
records  by  tJie  midwives,  and  in  their  observance  of  the  Rules  of 
the  Board.  Several  minor  defaults  were  reported  against  midwives 
during  the  year  but  no  privia  facie  case  of  negligence  justifying  a 
report  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 


Notifications  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  from  midwives  were  received 
during  1921  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  : — 

Sending  for  medical  help  (356  causes)  . .  354 


Still  births .  53 

Deaths  of  infants .  4 

Deaths  of  mothers . 

Artificial  feeding .  14 

Infectious  cases  .  6 

Laying  out  dead  body . 

Intention  to  practice .  18 


Tlie  reasons  assigned  by  mid  wives  for  the  calling  in  of  medical 
help  included  jiractically  all  the  emergencies  as  laid  down  in  the 
Rules.  In  252  cases  the  emergency  was  in  .some  way  connect('d 
with  maternal  conditions,  the  principal  causes  being  : — 

Instrumental  assistance  for  prolonged  or 
difficult  labour,  malpresentations,  etc.  101 


Still-births  .  47 

.Abortion,  miscarriage  and  jwemature  birth  14 

Torn  or  ruptured  perineum  .  15 

lucrea.sed  pulse  and  temperature .  12 

Retained  or  adherent  placenta .  12 

“  Haemorrhage  ”  S 

In  104  cases  help  was  retpiired  for  sonu'  ahnorma 
child.  'Phe  chi('f  conditions  were  : — 

Injuries  or  deformities  .  8 

Feebleness  or  weakne.ss .  27 

Inflammation  of  or  di.scharge  from  eyes  53 


The  doctor  who  was  called  in  the  emergency  sent  his  account 
to  the  local  supervising  authority  in  138  instances  as  against  46 
in  1920.  The  total  amount  of  fees  claimed  was  £203  5s.  6d.  The 
authority  decided  to  recover  from  the  j)atient  or  her  husband,  or 
the  person  responsible  for  her  maintenance  £93  1  Is.  Od.  (59  cases). 
The  amount  actually  recovered  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  £25  1 2s.  Od. 
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The  widespread  industrial  depression  was  the  chief  reason  for 
the  small  amount  recovered.  There  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  distinct 
feeling  among  many  patients  that  since  they  are  not  consulted  as  to 
the  calling  in  of  a  doctor  by  the  midwife,  they  ought  not  to  be 
responsible  for  his  fee.  l''rom  the  point  of  view  of  the  midwife,  she 
also  is  likely  to  be  prejudicially  affected  by  this  Section  of  the  Act 
of  1918.  She  must  call  in  medical  help  in  the  contingencies 
specified  in  the  Rules,  and  this  may  operate  to  limit  her  engage¬ 
ments  and  practice  if  the  local  supervising  authority  press  unduly 
for  the  recovery  of  fees.  In  this  way  uncertified  women  may  be 
encouraged.  There  is  again  a  certain  section  of  the  community 
who  will  avail  themselves  to  the  fullest  extent  of  any  form  of 
treatment  provided  by  the  municipality. 

Municipal  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  details  as  to  staff,  scope  of  the  work  and  other  details 
not  specifically  alluded  to  in  this  report,  are  substantially  the 
same  as  outlined  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1920. 

The  work  of  the  original  centre  is  carried  on  at  the  Health 
Department,  every  afternoon.  An  additional  Centre  was  opened 
at  St.  Hilda’s  Schools  in  November,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  consultations  to  be  held  there  once  a  week.  It  will  be 
possible  to  hold  a  second  consultation  should  circumstances  demand 
it.  The  new  centre  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  the  means  of  bringing  a 
large  number  of  mothers  and  children  in  a  densely  populated  area 
under  supervision,  and  will  to  some  extent  relieve  the  pressure  on 
the  larger  centre.  The  following  is  a  report  made  to  me  by  Dr. 
Dorothy  Blair  on  the  work  of  the  clinics  for  the  year. 

Summary  of  visits  paid  to  Centres  by  mothers  and  infants 


during  the  year  : — 

1920.  1921. 

No.  of  mothers  on  register .  995  1,598 

No.  of  infants  on  register .  995  1,598 

Attendances  of  mothers .  6,002  6,849 

Attendances  of  infants  .  5,996  6,874 

Visits  of  expectant  mothers .  61  85 

Average  weekly  attendances  (mothers)  ....  115  131 

Average  weekly  attendances  (infants)  ....  115  131 


Treatment  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  is  kept 
as  much  as  possible  to  a  minimum,  but  there  are  several  cases  of 
minor  ailments  for  which  the  family  doctor  is  rarely  consulted. 
These  cases  the  mother  frequently  attempts  to  treat  at  home, 
often  with  unsatisfactory  results,  and  it  has  been  found  that  proper 


50 


attenton  given  at  the  clinic  has  enabled  the  child  to  recover  quickly 
with  less  risk  of  more  serious  complications.  Attention  is  given  at 
the  clinic  to  such  conditions  as  discharging  eyes  and  ears,  and 
venereal  disease.  In  these  cases  the  parents  are  often  unable  to 
afford  the  prolonged  course  of  treatment  necessary,  and  by 
endeavouring  to  treat  the  child  themselves  run  great  risk  of  doing 
permanent  damage. 

There  were  774  infants  and  young  children  treated  at  the 
clinic  diuing  the  year.  In  the  summer,  diarrhoea  was  the  most 
frequent  form  of  ailment,  at  other  times  bronchitis  and  other  chest 
conditions.  Of  the  total  number  of  cases  treated,  25  per  cent, 
were  diarrhoea,  24  per  cent,  malnutrition,  21  per  cent,  bronchitis, 
and  19  ])er  cent,  skin  diseases,  the  remainder  being  discharging 
eyes  and  ears,  rickets,  gastric  conditions,  ulcerated  mouth  and 
venereal  disease. 

Supply  of  Milk. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  supply  of  dried  and  fresh  milk  has 
greatly  contributed  to  the  decrease  in  the  infant  mortality  rate. 
Many  ill-nourished  infants  have  quickly  improved  after  receiving 
the  regular  sujjply  of  milk,  showing  that  most  ca.ses  of  malnutrition 
are  due  to  lack  of  this  most  necessary  food. 

During  1921,  33,1291bs.  of  dried  milk  were  given  free,  and 
30,7991bs.  at  slightly  above  cost  j)rice.  In  addition  2,96S  gallons 
of  fresh  milk  were  supplied  free. 

An  enormous  incrca.se  in  the  amount  of  milk  supplied  occurred 
during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  during  which  period 
the  mines  were  clo.sed.  In  August  the  amoiuit  again  fell,  but  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  the  amount  given  each  month  was  almost 
seven  times  as  much  as  that  given  during  the  earlier  months  of 
the  year. 

Uie  greatest  ])o.ssible  care  is  taken  in  the  investigation  of  the 
circumstances  of  applicants  for  free  milk  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  and  Superintendent  of  the  Labour 
E.xchanges  has  been  freely  sought  during  the  year. 


Incidence  of  Certain  Diseases. 

2H  cases  of  ophthalmia  were  notified  during  1921  as  compared 
with  50  during  1920.  The  ultimate  result  as  regards  the  condition 
of  the  eyes  is  shovm  in  the  table  on  page  29.  Then*  were  three  cases 
of  ])uerperal  fever,  of  wh(jm  two  died. 
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There  were  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough,  each  of  which  was  enquired  into  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  The  incidence  of  infantile  diarrhoea  was  small,  in  spite 
of  the  exceptionally  dry  summer  and  the  prevalence  of  conditions 
to  which  this  disease  is  said  to  be  attributable.  There  were  73 
deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  among  children  under  2  j^ears, 
a  mortality  of  21  per  1,000  births. 

Home  Visiting. 

During  1921  the  Health  Visitors  paid  15,254  visits  to  the  homes 


of  infants. 

First  visits  (after  notification  of  birth) .  3,554 

Subsequent  visits  .  11,700 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers .  468 


Of  these  2,556  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  babies  attending 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  In  addition  318  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  infant  deaths,  and  105  in  connection  with  still¬ 
births. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Health  Visitors  it  is  found  that  94 
per  cent,  of  the  infants  are  breast  fed. 

Work  of  Voluntary  Agencies. 

During  a  week  in  July,  1921,  Baby  Week  was  observed,  and 
an  exhibition  was  held  at  which  lectures  were  given  on  matters 
relating  to  infant  welfare.  The  organisation  of  Baby  Week  is 
carried  out  by  the  ladies  of  the  South  Shields  Public  Health  Society, 
who  also  devoted  one  afternoon  each  fortnight  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  to  the  teaching  of  some  branches  of  mothercraft 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 
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TABLE  7.— DEATHS  DURING  1921  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR : 

CAUSES  AND  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1  ■ 

Uniler  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-.3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

4  Weeks. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  .Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

All  Causes  :  Certified . 

78 

25 

18 

11 

132 

54 

48 

36 

46 

316 

Uncertified  .... 

6 

1 

1 

8 

4 

5 

1 

1 

19 

Smallpox  . 

Chickenpox  . 

Measles  . 

1 

4 

5 

Scarlet  fever . 

Whooping  cough  . 

4 

3 

1 

8 

Diphtheria  and  croup  . 

Erysipelas  . 

,  , 

Tuberculous  meningitis  . 

i 

1 

Abdominal  tuberculosis  . 

1 

1 

Other  tubercixlous  diseases  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Meningitis  (not  tubercidoun) 

1 

1 

i 

2 

Convulsions  . 

9 

1 

1 

.. 

11 

15 

12 

5 

6 

49 

Laryngitis  . 

,  , 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

1 

9 

2 

10 

8 

30 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

2 

5 

4 

8 

19 

Diarrhoea  . 

1 

1 

4 

10 

3 

5 

23 

Enteritis  . 

2 

1 

9 

9 

8 

34 

Gastritis . 

2 

3 

1 

6 

Syphilis  . 

4 

1 

5 

9 

2 

9 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation,  overlying . 

i 

i 

i 

Injury  at  birth . 

2 

1 

3 

Atelectasis . 

4 

2 

6 

6 

Congenital  malformations  .... 

2 

i 

1 

2 

6 

2 

2 

10 

Premature  birth  . 

46 

13 

8 

4 

71 

6 

77 

Atrophy,  debility  &  marasmus 

20 

6 

2 

3 

31 

6 

1 

38 

Other  causes . 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

10 

Total  . 

84 

26 

18 

12 

140 

58 

53 

37 

47 

335 

Net  Births  in  the  Year  : — 


Net  Deaths  in  the  Year  : — 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


3,354 

153 


Legitimate  Infants  309 
Illegitimate  Infants  . .  26 
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TABLE  8.— DEATHS  DURING  1921  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR : 
CAUSES  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


VVAKDS 

Causes  of  Death. 

Shields 

Beacon 

St.  Hilda. 

Hadrian 

Holborn 

0) 

u 

>, 

Victoria. 

Bents 

Kelcendyke. 

Westoe 

Zf> 

V 

Q 

Tyne  Dock. 

Simonside. 

West  Park. 

Tc  tal 

All  Causes— 

Certifieil . . 

Uncertified . 

32 

18 

3 

20 

2 

13 

1 

27 

2 

18 

1 

34 

1 

11 

26 

3 

9 

31 

4 

40 

24 

1 

13 

1 

316 

19 

Smallpox  . 

... 

... 

3 

1 

i 

5 

i 

1 

i 

i 

2 

1 

i 

8 

Diphtheria  and  croup  . 

Erysipelas . 

Tuberculous  meningitis  . 

Abdominal  tuberculosis  . 

Other  tuberculous  diseases . 

Meningitis  (not  tw5ci-oMfoMs)  ...  . 
Convulsions . 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

"4 

’1 

”2 

I 

1 

'4 

1 

i 

”4 

1 

’4 

1 

12 

i 

"4 

'5 

i 

1 

2 

2 

49 

1 

30 

19 

23 

34 

6 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis . 

4 

1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

”2 

5 

1 

"l 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

’2 

2 

1 

3 

7 

1 

2 

4 

"2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Syphilis . 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Suffocation,  overly inji  . 

Injury  at  birth . 

Atelectasis . 

Congenital  malformations . 

Premature  birth . 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus 
Other  causes . 

”9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

"1 

1 

5 

4 

i 

7 

6 

1 

'3 

1 

"2 

2 

8 

2 

1 

"4 

”2 

"i 

"i 

5 

4 

1 

'1 

1 

4 

’i 

10 

8 

2 

1 

i 

5 

4 

1 

'7 

3 

2 

1 

"2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 

10 

77 

58 

10 

Total  Deaths  under  one  year . 

52 

21 

22 

14 

29 

19 

35 

11 

29 

9 

35 

40 

25 

14 

335 

Number  of  Births*  . 

255 

241 

192 

249 

207 

268 

319 

149 

299 

185 

351 

315 

219 

217 

3466 

Infant  Mortality  Kate*  . 

125 

87 

115 

56 

140 

71 

no 

74 

97 

49 

100 

127 

114 

65 

96 

Total  Deaths  at  all  ages 

174 

103 

112 

119 

134 

113 

139 

107 

142 

93 

152 

164 

153 

115 

1801 

*  The  births  dealt  with  in  this  table  are  (a)  2609  live  births  notified  under  the  Noti¬ 
fication  of  Birtli?  Acts,  and  (6)  857  registered  and  not  previously  notified.  Elsewhere 
in  this  report  the  Registrar-General’s  figures  of  births  registered  during  the  calendar 
year  have  been  used  for  the  calculation  of  birth-rates. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

The  staff  of  the  school  medical  service  M  as  the  same  as  detailed 
in  my  last  report,  except  that  Dr.  J.  G.  Walker  took  over  the  duties 
of  school  medical  inspection  and  treatment  in  the  place  of  Dr. 
Wear,  who  was  appointed  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  an  additioral 
part-time  Dentist,  Mr.  G.  G.  Robertson,  Mas  appointed.  Dr. 
Walker  took  up  his  duties  in  October,  and  Mr.  Robertson  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1921. 

Details  as  to  scope  of  the  Mork,  premises,  co-ordination,  etc., 
which  are  not  sjjecifically  referred  to  in  this  report  remain  the 
same  as  in  my  previous  report. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  the  Mork  of  the  school  medical 
service  by  Dr.  Walker. 


(A.)  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  IN  RELATION  TO 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


Medical  Inspection. 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  at  the  end  of  192]  22,440 

Average  attendance  for  the  year .  20,195 

*Number  of  elementary  schools .  25 

Number  of  de])artments .  55 


*  Licluding  one  school  in  the  ar(‘a  recently  added  to  the  Borough. 

The  total  number  of  individual  elementary  school  children 
inspected  during  the  year  M  as  12,722. 


I  Entrants  . .  . 
lloutinc  Insepctions  . .  -I  Intermediates 

t  Lt'avers 


(Special  lns]H‘ctions 


I  SiH'cial  cases  . 

IChildR'ii  re-examined.  ..*... 


2,971 

2,105 

2,188 

0,91 1 
3,174 


The  special  ca.ses  are  those  children  referred  to  the  (School 
.Medical  Officer  by  various  agencies  ;  the  jrrincijral  being  Head 
Teachers,  Attendance  Officers,  Health  Vi.sitors,  Medical  l^actitioneis, 
as  Moll  as  a  large  number  of  children  brought  to  the  clinics  by  their 
jjarents. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  Mas  an  appreciable 
increase  in  the  atteridarrce  at  the  clinics  and  the  accommodation  at 
marry  times  Mas  totally  inadequate.  There  is  only  one  room 
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available  for  the  doctor,  two  nurses  and  two  clerks.  This  room  is 
frequently  overcrowded.  The  children  are  obliged  to  wait  in  a 
draughty  corridor,  a  very  unsatisfactoiy  arrangement  considering 
the  state  of  health  many  of  them  are  in.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some 
means  will  be  found  before  long  to  increase  the  accommodation 
at  the  clinic.  The  present  conditions  are  not  conducive  to  good 
work.  The  increased  number  of  cases  can  be  largely  accounted 
for  by  the  unemployment  jirevailing  in  the  Borough,  resulting  in 
widespread  distress. 

Details  of  the  cases  are  given  in  the  tables  on  pages  63  to  73. 

During  routine  medical  inspectioirs,  the  schedule  of  the  Board  of 
Education  is  complied  with.  School  arrairgements  are  disturbed 
as  little  as  possible.  The  willing  co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers 
in  jmoviding  suitable  accommodation,  and  assisting  with  any  facts 
in  the  medical  history  of  the  child  under  examination  which  may 
be  known  to  them,  greatly  facilitates  the  work  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 

Absentees  from  routine  medical  inspection  are  examined 
during  the  school  holidays. 

‘Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

Uncleanliness. — As  the  parents  receive  notice  of  impending 
medical  inspection  the  children  often  come  speciall}^  prepared  for 
the  occasion. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  cleanliness  smwey  by  the 
Health  Visitors  of  all  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  Borough 
twice  a  year.  On  account  of  pressure  of  othei’  work  it  was  only 
possible  to  carry  out  one  survey  during  1921.  The  surveys  are 
carried  out  under  Section  122  of  the  Children  Act,  1908,  and  every 
child  is  examined.  Those  who  are  verminous  or  otherwise  unclean 
are  given  a  notice  with  instructions  as  to  the  remedy.  These 
children  are  again  examined  in  about  a  week,  and  those  who  have 
not  been  properly  cleansed  are  given  another  notice.  A  third 
examination  is  made  about  a  week  later  and  those  who  are  still 
unclean  are  liable  to  be  compulsorily  cleansed.  It  is  acknowledged 
that  these  measures  taken  to  insure  the  cleanliness  of  the  children 
have  had  a  most  beneficial  effect. 

\Vhen  the  scheme  was  commenced  there  were  a  number  of 
objections  from  the  parents,  but  when  it  vas  found  that  individual 
children  were  not  particularised  in  the  inspection  the  parents 
realised  that  their  interests  were  being  safeguarded,  and  they  at 
once  began  to  respond  to  the  advice  given. 
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Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — The  number  of  children  suffering 
from  abnormal  conditions  of  these  was  : 


Enlarged  tonsils  .  291 

Adenoids  .  19o 

Enlarged  tonsils  plus  adenoids .  218 


These  conditions  are  frequently  associated  with  conditions 
such  as  defective  hearing,  defective  speech,  mental  dullness, 
deformed  chests  and  chronic  bronchitis. 


Tuberculosis. — All  definite  or  suspected  cases  are  refcrrc'd  to 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  During  the  j’ear  99  definite  and  40 
suspected  cases  of  the  pulmonary  type  were  observed,  in  addition 
to  which  there  were  102  cases  of  the  non-pulmonary  type*.  The 
results  of  the  early  detection  of  these  cases  should  jwove  of  inestim¬ 
able  value. 


S/cin  Disease. — Impetigo,  scabies  and  ringworm  form  the 
great  majorit3'  of  skin  defects.  The  two  former  diseases  show  a 
decline,  whilst  the  latter  shows  an  increase  eom])ared  with  the 
figures  for  the  previous  \’ear. 

E.rlernal  Eye  Disease,  Blepharitis.-  -21A  cases  of  this  dis¬ 
figuring  condition  were  found  during  the  year,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
surjH-ise  that  many  parents  ignore  such  an  obvious  defect  for  so 
long  before  seeking  advice.  In  main'  cases  permanent  damage 
has  been  done.  Conjunctivitis  accounted  for  ISO  cases.  Other 
conditions  are  detailed  in  the  attached  tables. 

Defective  Vision. — ;')04  cases  of  defective  vision  and  179  eases 
of  strabismus  were  found.  It  is  regrettable  that  in  many  ca.ses  of 
the  latter  permanent  damage  had  been  done  to  the  affected  eye 
Ix'fore  the  parents  sought  ailvice. 

Dental  Defects. — 2,S7b  children  were  inspected  b^’  the  (School 
Dental  Surgeons.  At  routine  medical  inspections  4,1(18  children 
were  noted  to  be  suffering  from  dental  defects.  The  use  of  the 
toothbrush  appears  to  Ix'  on  the  increa.se  among  the  children. 

In  August,  1921,  an  additional  part-time  Dental  Surgeon 
was  appointed.  Four  sessions  per  week  are  now  devoted  to  dental 
inspection  and  treatment. 

Crippliny  Defects. — Most  of  the.s('  cases  are  caused  b^'  tuber¬ 
culosis,  infantile  paralysis  or  rickets.  Accidents  or  congenital 
defects  account  for  the  remainder. 

Other  Conditions. — (i08  cases  of  anaemia  were  noted  ;  897 

cases  of  respiratory  diseases  other  than  tulxTculosis ;  organic  and 
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functional  disorders  of  the  heart,  and  other  diseases  which  are 
given  in  the  tables  on  pages  65  to  66. 

Previous  Infectious  Fevers. — Information  derived  from  the 
medical  history  of  the  children  examined  at  routine  inspections 
showed  that : — 


3,357  or 

46  per  cent,  had  had 

measles. 

1,499  „ 

21 

whooping  cough 

712  „ 

10 

chickenpox. 

387  „ 

5 

scarlet  fever. 

52  „ 

0.7 

diphtheria. 

Vaccination. — 2,515  or  34  per  cent,  of  those  examined  were 
unvaccinated.  The  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  27  per 
cent. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Co-operation  between  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  the  schools  is  of  the  closest  order.  The  Head 
Teacher  reports  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  any  case  of 
infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  school.  A  Health  Visitor  or 
Sanitary'  Inspector  then  visits  the  home  of  the  child  and  precautions 
are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  Medical  Officer  notifies  the  Head  Teacher  of  any  case  of 
notifiable  infectious  disease  in  the  home  of  a  school  child,  infoiming 
him  of  the  date  on  which  the  child  may  be  allowed  to  return  to 
school. 

Following-up. — The  School  Medical  Officer  informs  the  parents 
verbally  or  by  letter  of  any  defect  found,  and  advises  that  medical 
advice  be  sought.  A  good  many  children  are  taken  to  theii’  family 
doctor,  others,  especially  with  minor  ailments,  attend  the  clinic. 
The  Health  Visitors  make  enquiries  later  at  the  homes  as  to  the 
result. 

Medical  Treatment. 

In  tables  12  and  13  details  of  the  treatment  ahd  results  are 
given. 

The  total  number  of  individual  children  attending  the  general 
clinics  was  2,647.  The  actual  number  of  attendances  was  16,114. 

Minor  Ailments. — Skin  troubles  form  the  bulk  of  the  cases. 
Syrup  Ferri  Phosph.  Co.  is  supi^lied  to  certain  debilitated  children, 
and  latterly  it  was  foupd  necessary  to  dispense  an  expectorant 
mixture  to  bronchitic  cases  as  an  emergency  measure  on  account  of 
the  inability  of  many  parents  to  afford  ]>rivate  medical  attendance. 
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TonsiU  and  Adenoids. — A  special  surgical  clinic  in  charge  of  a 
part-time  operating  surgeon  is  held  on  Monday  mornings  to  carry 
out  the  surgical  treatment  of  these  conditions.  The  arrangements 
are  the  same  as  described  in  the  1920  re2>ort.  During  1921,  216  cases 
were  operated  upon.  Of  these,  102  had  both  tonsils  and  adenoids 
removed,  00  had  both  tonsils,  and  7  one  tonsil  removed,  while  in 
47  cases  adenoids  onl}'  were  removed. 

Tubercuhsis. — Co-ordination  between  the  school  medical  service 
and  the  tuberculosis  clmic  is  very  close.  All  definite  or  susjjected 
cases  are  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  rea])  the  kmefit  of 
this  specialised  service. 

Skin  Diseuses. —  Ringworm. — 203  cases  of  ringworm  of  the 
head  were  treated  at  the  clinic  during  the  year.  Of  these,  88  were 
treated  by  the  X-Ray  method.  In  addition,  108  cases  of  ringworm 
of  the  body  were  .satisfactorily  treated  at  the  clinic. 

Scabies. — 171  cases  were  treated  during  the  year,  a  figure 
eonsiderahly  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  considering  the 
increase  in  the  numbtu’  of  children  ins^jected  would  indicate  a 
decline  in  the  j)revalence  of  this  affection. 

Impetigo  contagiosa. — 607  cases  of  this  condition,  so  prevalent 
among  school  children,  were  treated.  This  figure  also  shows  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  that  foi’  the  jirevious  year. 

Vision. — Tlie  treatment  of  vi.sual  defects  forms  a  most  im- 
2)ortant  branch  of  the  work  of  .school  medical  insiwction. 


The  number  of  cases  submitted  to  refraction  was .  369 

The  number  of  prescri])tions  supplied  was .  352 


S2)ectacle.s  were  supplied  free  of  charge  in  152  cases.  The 
panmts  of  the  remainder  of  the  children  provided  either  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  cost. 

Ear  Disease. — Chronic  otitis  media  ofteji  aggravated  by  long 
continued  neglect  accounted  for  most  of  the  ca.ses.  The  number  of 
ca.ses  of  ear  disease  treated  was  215. 

Dental  Defects. — During  the  period  under  revision  1 ,403  children 
were  referred  for  treatment,  and  1,059  were  treated.  128  i)er- 
manent  and  464  temporary  teeth  were  extracted  by  the  Dentists 
of  the  Local  Fldueation  Authority.  In  508  cases  teeth  were  filled. 
Tiiere  were  13  ca.ses  in  which  a  general  anaesthetic  vas  required. 

Crippling  Defects. — In  the  majority  of  ca.ses  treatment  is 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  school  medical  service.  Parents  arc 
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directed  as  to  the  best  means  of  obtaining  treatment  if  such  is 
indicated,  and  in  some  cases  advised  as  to  remedial  exercises  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  present. 


Other  Defects. — The  following  table  gives  details  of  other 
defects  which  were  referred  for  treatment  and  treated.  It  wiU  be 
observed  that  a  very  large  percentage  suffered  from  anaemia  and 
debility  ;  no  doubt  this  was  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  nourishment 
on  account  of  the  industrial  situation.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
supply  Syrup  Ferri  Phosph.  Co.  for  this  condition.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  are  no  medical  organisa¬ 
tions — bejmnd  the  Infirmary — for  the  supply  of  medicines  and 
medical  requisites,  as  are  to  be  found  in  most  other  large  towns. 

Of  the  1,015  children  referred  for  treatment  of  “  other  defects  ” 
859  were  trea4;ed  ;  of  these,  788  received  treatment  at  the  school 
clinic.  156  had  not  been  treated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Disease  or  Defect. 


Anaemia  and  debility . 

Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary  .  .  .  . 

Definite .  . 

Suspected 
Non -pulmonary 
Lung  disease  (not  tuberculous) 

Enlarged  glands  . 

Scarlet  fever . 

Diphtheria . 

Whooping  cough  . 

Chickenpox  . 

Heart  diseases  . 

Diseases  of  nervous  system .  .  .  . 

Deformities  . 

Defective  speech  . 

Hernia . 

Rectal  pol3rpus . 

Total  . 


Number  of  Children. 


Referred 

for 

treat¬ 

ment. 


446 

71 

37 

68 

189 

98 

3 

3 

18 

9 

18 

23 

26 

3 

2 

1 


Treated. 


Under 

L.E.A. 

Scheme. 


374 

70 

35 

54 

124 

95 


3 

3 

2 

15 

13 


1,015 


788 


Other¬ 

wise. 


1 

2 

4 

25 

3 

2 

3 
11 

4 
4 
4 
1 

2 

1 


71 


Total. 


378 

71 

37 

58 

149 

98 

2 

3 

14 

7 

6 

19 

14 

2 

1 


859 


Treatment  of  Uncleanliness. — The  nurses  visited  all  the 
elementary  departments  during  the  year,  each  department  being 
visited  on  an  average  three  times  in  connection  with  the  uncleanli¬ 
ness  surveys  referred  to  on  page  55  The  total  number  of  individual 
children  examined  was  21,286 ;  the  number  of  examinations 
was  29,770,  including  8,484  re-examinations  of  dirty  or  verminous 
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children.  The  number  of  children  found  to  have  unclean  clothing 
was  312.  Those  having  nits  or  vermin  on  head  or  clothes  numbered 
4,086,  while  those  who  had  nits  and  vermin  on  head  and  clothes 
numbered  256.  Notices  were  sent  to  the  parents  or  guardians  in 
the  case  of  15  children  who  were  unclean  or  verminous,  to  the  erfect 
that  unless  properly  cleansed  within  a  certain  period  the  children 
would  be  compulsorily  cleansed  at  the  Authority’s  Cleansing 
Station.  Of  these  15  children,  4  were  compulsorily  cleansed.  No 
legal  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Children  Act,  1908,  or 
Byelaws. 


Open-Air  Education. 

There  are  full  details  of  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  an 
open-air  school  in  the  report  for  1920.  It  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
regret  that  local  and  national  conditions  have  so  far  militated 
against  anj'  further  progress  in  the  plan.  Open-air  classes  are 
held  during  the  summer  months  in  many  of  the  elementar}’  schools, 
whilst  play-centres  for  the  children  and  organised  school  journeys 
are  other  methods  adopted  to  reap  the  many  advantages  of  open- 
air. 

Physical  Training. 

No  anangements  have  been  made  for  co-ordinating  the  school 
medical  service  with  the  j)hysical  training  received  by  the  children. 
In  certain  cases  it  was  consiclered  advisable  to  modify  the  training  or 
to  exempt  children. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

On  account  of  the  industrial  depression  during  1921  it  was 
found  necessary  to  very  largely  increase  the  sup})iy  of  free  meals. 
A  good  dinner  was  jnoviderl  daily  at  the  National  Kitchen  and  at 
one  of  the  schools.  A  large  number  attended  also  at  various  cafes 
in  the  Borough.  The  meals  were  frequently  inspected,  and  were 
of  sufficient  quality  and  quantity.  The  arrangements  as  to  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  cases  were  carried  out  by  the  School  Attendance 
Department.  In  all  4,406  children  received  free  meals.  The 
total  number  of  meals  provided  was  324,276  at  a  cost  of 
£8,106  18s.  Od. 

School  Baths. 

Baths  are  provided  in  one  school  in  the  poorest  part  of  the 
Borough,  (’hildren  also  attend  the  Corporation  Swimming  Baths, 
under  the  care  of  their  teachers,  and  have  the  advantage  of  in- 
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struct  ion  from  a  special  Swimming  Instructor  appointed  by  the 
Local  Education  Authority.  This  excellent  exercise  is  of  great 
value  to  their  physical  well-being.  During  the  year  37,187  school 
children  attended  the  baths,  a  very  considerable  increase  on  the 
previous  year’s  attendances  (16,136). 

Co-operation  of  Parents. 

On  the  whole  the  attitude  of  parents  was  very  satisfactory, 
most  of  them  expressing  a  desire  to  assist  in  any  way  possible. 
Only  two  cases  occurred  at  elementary  schools  in  which  the  parents 
objected  to  an  examination  of  the  child  being  made. 

Parents  attended  routine  inspections  in  4,562  or  63  per  cent, 
of  cases. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  amount  received  from  parents 
towards  the  cost  of  treatment.  This  is  altogether  due  to  the 
depression  in  the  industrial  world. 

The  amounts  obtained  for  the  year  were  : — 


£  s.  d. 

Eye  Clinic .  32  14  0 

Surgical  Clinic .  25  7  6 

Dental  Clinic  .  11  8  4 

General  Clinic  . 14  9  6 


£83  19  4 


Co-operation  of  Teachers. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  the  interest  taken  by  the  teachers 
in  the  health  of  the  children  under  their  care.  Their  assistance  is 
often  of  the  greatest  value,  and  many  defects  come  to  light,  which, 
but  for  their  zeal,  might  have  been  overlooked. 

School  Attendance  Officers. 

Mr.  Willits  (the  Superintendent  Officer)  and  his  assistants 
have  rendered  valuable  help,  especially  in  following  up  cases,  and 
in  providing  information  regarding  cripples  and  defective  children. 

Co-operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

National  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. — The 
local  Inspector  of  the  Society  renders  valuable  assistance  in  those 
cases  of  neglect  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  rejiort  to  him. 

The  Shoeless  Children  Fund . — This  most  deserving  organisation 
performs  excellent  work  on  behalf  of  the  jDoor  children  of  the 
Borough,  and  children  without  satisfactory  footwear  are  frequently 


sent  b}'  the  School  Medical  Officer.  The  Hon.  Secretary,  Wni. 
Scott,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  informs  me  that  936  children  were  each  supplied 
with  one  pair  of  boots  and  stockings. 

(B)  BLIND,  DEAF  AND  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Table  11  is  self-explanatory,  and  gives  the  number  of  excep¬ 
tional  cases  within  the  area  at  the  end  of  1921.  There  are  no 
schools  for  such  children  in  the  Borough,  but  the  Local  Education 
-Authority  contracts  with  special  schools  elsewhere. 

(C)  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  arrangements  for  the  routine  medical  inspection,  following- 
up  and  combating  infectious  diseases  are  similar  to  those  adopted 
in  the  elementary  schools.  The  sanitary  arrangements  and  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  higher  schools  of  the  Borough  are  satisfactory. 

Number  of  pupils  on  registers  at  end  of  1921 . .  714 

Number  examined  at  routine  inspections .  633 

Number  of  children  having  defects  Avhich  required  treat¬ 
ment  or  observation  . . .  201 

Twenty  objections  to  medical  inspection  were  received  from 
parents. 

The  number  of  parents  attending  routine  inspections  was  237 
or  37  per  cent.  The  majority  take  their  children  to  the  family 
medical  attendant  for  any  treatment  required. 

The  only  treatment  given  at  the  Authority’s  clinics  to  children 
from  higher  schools  was  in  connection  with  two  refractions. 

(D)  EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS. 

Byelaws  have  been  made  and  are  in  operation  regarding  the 
employment  of  children.  These  wen*  describ('d  in  the  last  report, 
and  the  conditions  are  substantially  the  same  at  present. 

(E)  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Examination  of  Pupil  Teachers  and  Scholarship  Candidates. 

46  pupil  teachers  and  bur.sar  candidates  were  examined  during 
the  year.  Of  the.se  4  had  defective  vision. 

41  scholarship  candidates  were  also  examined. 

Visits  of  School  Nurses. 

The  Health  Visitors  in  their  ca])acity  as  school  nurses  paid 
147  visits  to  the  schools  in  connection  with  routine  medical 
insi)ection,  etc.  886  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  the  children 
in  connection  with  “  following -up.” 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  9.— NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  1st  JAN., 
1921,  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1921. 


A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Age. 

Entra 

nts. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Boys  . 

,  . 

153 

767 

420 

137 

1,477 

Girls  . 

2 

152 

702 

480 

158 

1,494 

Totals  .... 

2 

305 

1,469 

900 

295 

2,971 

Age. 

. 

Inter¬ 

mediate 

Group. 

Leavers 

Grand 

Total 

8. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Other 

Ages. 

Total 

Boys  . 

1,0.57 

42 

966 

70 

1 

1,079 

3,613 

Girls  . 

1,048 

136 

941 

28 

4 

1,109 

3,651 

Totals . 

2,105 

178 

1,907 

98 

5 

2,188 

7,264 

B.— SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Special  Cases. 

Ke-exaroinations 
{i.e..  No.  of  Children 
re-examined). 

Boys  . 

3,501 

1,499 

Girls  . 

3,410 

1,675 

Totals . 

6,911 

3,174 

C.— TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  WHETHER 
AS  ROUTINE  OR  SPECIAL  CASES  (NO  CHILD  BEING 
COUNTED  MORE  THAN  ONCE  IN  ONE  YEAR). 


No.  of  Individual  Children  Inspected. 
_  12,722 
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HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  9.— NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  1st  JAN., 
1921,  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1921. 


A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Age. 

1  1  1 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Total 

Boys  . 

Girls  . 

1 

2 

4 

8 

17 

3 

63 

71 

106 

52 

44 

62 

68 

46 

33 

34 

5 

17 

2 

1 

1 

348 

286 

Totals  .... 

1 

2 

4 

s'  6 

20 

134 

167 

106 

103 

67 

22 

3 

1 

633 

B.— SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS— Nil. 

C.— TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER— 6.3.3. 


65 


ELEMENTARY  AND  fflGHER  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  10.— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  THE  COURSE  OF 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  1921. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Routine  ] 

zispections. 

Specials. 

o 
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Elem 

entary. 

Malnutrition . 

1 

Uncleanliness — 

Head  . 

18 

.  , 

428 

4 

22 

Body  . 

11 

406 

1 

2 

Ringworm — 

Head  . 

6 

17 

203 

Body  . 

3 

11 

106 

Skin 

Scabies  . 

4 

13 

172 

1  Impetigo  . 

13 

74 

1 

607 

Other  diseases  (non- 

1  tuberculous)  . . 

10 

,  , 

88 

5 

698 

/Blepharitis . 

6 

94 

118 

Conjunctivitis  .... 

2 

22 

106 

Keratitis  . 

1 

8 

Eye 

Comeal  ulcer . 

2 

29 

Comeal  opacities  .  . 

4 

Defective  vision .... 

271 

is 

233 

Squint  . 

66 

69 

44 

'Other  conditions  .  . 

6 

43 

64 

Defective  hearing  .  . 

8 

174 

7 

46 

Ear 

Otitis  media . 

26 

34 

2 

156 

Other  ear  disease  . . 

7 

10 

14 

''Enlarged  tonsils  .  . 

110 

6 

115 

83 

66 

Nose  and 

Adenoids . 

49 

3 

95 

5 

51 

Throat 

Enlarged  tonsils  & 

adenoids . . 

90 

1 

128 

.Other  conditions  .  . 

6 

1 

128 

7 

76 

Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non- 

tuberculous)  . 

2 

338 

9 

96 

Defective  speech  . 

53 

6 

3 

Heart  &  f 

Heart  disease — 

Circula-  J 

Organic  . 

16 

tion.  1 

Functional  .... 

5 

52 

2 

i3 

1 

Anaemia  . 

5 

162 

27 

441 

1 

Bronchitis . 

12 

615 

14 

168 

Lungs  1 

Other  non-tuber- 

1 

culous  diseases 

1 

95 

6 

66 


TABLE  10. — CoNTrNUED. 


Defect  or  Disease. 


Routine  Inspections. 
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Elementary. 


Pulmonary — 

Definite  . 

Suspected  .... 

'  Non-pulmonary — 

Glands . 

,  Spine  . 

Hip . 

i  Other  bones  &  joints 

Skin  . 

'  Other  forms  .  . 

I  Epilepsy . 

I  Chorea . 

I  Other  conditions 

I  Rickets  . 

■  Spinal  curvature 
I  Other  forms  .... 
Other  defects  and  diseases  .... 


Tuber¬ 

culosis 


Nervous 

System 

Deformi¬ 

ties. 


1 

1 

1 

io 


28 

.3 

10 


16 

3 

2 

1 

70 

I 

98  ' 
134  i 


8 

11 


65 

35 

15 

5 

10 

1 

32 

3 

17 

2 

8 

is 
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NUMBER  OF  INDI\TDU.\L  CHILDREN  having  defects  which  required 
treatment  or  to  be  kept  luider  observation  : — 


Eleinentarj-  Schools .  7,707 

Higher  Schools .  201 

El . — Element  ary. 


Hr. — Higher. 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  11.— NUMERICAL  RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL 
CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA  IN  1921. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

1 

Total. 

Blind  (including  par¬ 
tially  blind  within  the 
meaning  of  the  .Elem¬ 
entary  Education  (Blind 
and  Deaf  Children)  Act, 
1893. 

Attending  public  elementary 
schools  . 

17 

11 

28 

9 

Attending  certified  schools 
for  the  blind . 

0 

3 

Not  at  school . 

3 

1 

4 

Deaf  and  Dumb  (in¬ 
cluding  partially  deaf) 
within  the  meaning  of 
the  Elementary  Educa¬ 
tion  (Blind  and  Deaf 
Children)  Act,  1893. 

Attending  public  elementary 
schools  . 

11 

9 

20 

Attending  certified  schools 
for  the  tleaf  . 

0 

13 

19 

Not  at  school . 

2 

2 

Attending  pviblic  elementary 
schools  . 

37 

20 

57 

Feeble 

minded. 

Attending  certified  schools  for 
mentally  defective  children 
Notified  to  the  Local  Control 
Authority  by  Local  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority  during  the 
year  . 

2 

2 

Not  at  school . 

3 

3 

G 

Mentally 

Deficient. 

At  school . 

Imbeciles. 

Not  at  school . 

2 

2 

Notified  to  Local  Control 
Authority  . 

Idiots. 

Notified  to  Local  Control 
Authority  .  .  .  . 

Not  at  school  . 

Attending  public  elementary 
schools  . 

4 

3 

7 

Enilentics. 

Attending  certified  schools 
for  epileptics . 

1 

Li  institutions  other  than 
certified  schools . 

1 

Not  at  school . 

1 

2 

3 
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TABLE  11. — Continued. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Attending  public  elementary 
schools  . 

91 

71 

162 

6 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Attending  certified  schools  for 
physically  defective  children 
In  institutions  other  than 
certified  schools . 

3 

2 

Not  at  school . 

51 

42 

93 

Attending  public  elementary 
schools  . 

1 13 

84 

197 

Crippling 
due  to 
Tuberculosis 

Attending  certified  schools  for 
physically  defective  children 
Li  institutions  other  than 
certified  schools . 

1 

3 

4 

Not  at  school . 

37 

27 

64 

Physically 

Defective. 

Crippling  due 
to  other 

Attending  public  elementary 
schools  . 

37 

28 

66 

causes  than 
tuberculosis, 
j.e.,  paralysis, 
rickets. 

Attending  certified  schools  for 
physically  defective  children 
In  institutions  other  than 
certified  schools . 

4 

4 

traumatism. 

Not  at  school . 

Other 
physically 
defectives, 
e.g.,  delicate 
and  other 
children 
suitable  for 
admission  to 
Open-air 
schools, 
children 
suffering 
from  severe 
heart  disease. 

Attending  public  elementary 
schools  . 

40 

43 

83 

Attending  Ojjen-air  schools  . . 
Attending  certified  schools  for 
physically  defective  children 
other  than  Open-air  schools. . 
Not  at  school  . 

22 

.. 

21 

43 

Retarded  2  years . 

138 

81 

219 

Dull  or  backward  * 

Retarded  Tt  vears . 

67 

39 

106 

Retarded  more  than  3  years  f 

17 

21 

38 

*  Judged  according  to  age  and  standaird. 
t  Examined  by  MediV-al  Officer,  not  mentally  defective. 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  12.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN 

DURING  1921. 


A.— TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS. 


- 

Number  of  Children. 

. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

Referred 

for 

treatment. 

Treated. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Skin — 

Ringw'onn  :  Head 

209 

203 

0 

209 

Body 

109 

108 

1 

109 

Scabies  . 

176 

171 

6 

177 

Minor  injuries  .... 

26 

21 

1 

22 

Impetigo  . 

620 

607 

2 

609 

Other  skin  disease.  . 

708 

701 

7 

708 

Eab  Disease  . 

257 

215 

26 

241 

Eye  Disease  (external 

and  other) . 

342 

317 

25 

342 

Miscellaneous  . 

167 

90 

21 

111 

B.— TREATMENT  OF  VISUAL  DEFECT. 
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TABLE  12. — Continued. 

C.— TREATMENT  OF  REFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

treatment. 

Received  operative  treatment. 

Under  Local  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority’s 
Scheme,  Clinic,  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital. 

Received 
other  forms 
Total,  of  treatment 

576 

216 

24 

220  1  125 

1 

D.— TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 
1. — Number  of  Children  dealt  with. 


Age  Groups. 

CO 

-3 

O 

<«-> 

o 

5 

6  7  18 

i 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Oh 

? 

Eh 

(a)  Lispected  by  dentist. . 

.  . 

1  ' 

1035  1420  129 

1  i 

10 

282 

2876 

(6)  Referred  for  treatment 

1057 

1  i 

346 

1403 

(c)  Actually  treated . 

711 

346 

1057 

(d)  Re-treated  (result  of 

periodical  examination) 

•  ♦ 

•  * 

2. — Particulars  of  time  given  and  of  Operations  undertaken. 


1  No.  of  half -daj-s  devoted 
j  to  inspection. 

No.  of  half-days  devoted 
to  treatment. 

Total  number  of  attend¬ 
ances  made  by  the 
children  at  the  Clinic. 

No.  of 
Permanent 
Teeth. 

No.  of 
Temporary 
Teeth. 

Total  No.  of  Fillings. 

No.  of  Administrations  of 
General  Anaesthetics 
included  in  4  and  6.  . 

No.  of 
other 

operations. 

Extracted. 

Filled. 

Extracted. 

Filled. 

Permanent 

Teeth. 

Temporary 

Teeth. 

43 

74 

1,094 

128 

508 

464 

508 

13 

49 
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HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  12.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN 

DURING  1921. 


A.  AND  F.— TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AND  OTHER  DEFECTS. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

treatment. 

Treated. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Deformity . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

, 

B.— TREATMENT  OF  VISUAL  DEFECTS. 


Number  of  Children. 
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C.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

treatment. 

Received  operative  treatment. 

Received 
other  forms 
of  treatment. 

Under  Local  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority’s 
Scheme,  Clinic,  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital. 

Total. 

11 

2 

2 

1 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  13.  SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

treatment. 

Treated. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Minor  ailments  . 

2,003 

2,433 

95 

2,528 

Visual  defects . 

014 

309 

9 

378 

Defects  of  nose  &  throat 

670 

280 

09 

355 

Dental  defects  . 

1,403 

1,008 

49 

1,067 

Other  defects  . 

1 ,0 1 6 

788 

71 

859 

Total  . 

0,211 

4,884 

293 

6,177 
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ELEMENTARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  14.— SUMMARY  RELATING  TO  CHILDREN  MEDICALLY 
INSPECTED  AT  THE  ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1921. 


Elem. 

Higher. 

{l)The  total  number  of  children  medically  in¬ 
spected  at  the  Routine  Inspections . 

7,264 

633 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
defects  (other  than  micleanliness  or  defective 
clothing  or  footgear)  who  require  to  be  kept 
under  observation  (but  not  referred  for 
treatment) . 

2,527 

170 

.(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  : — 
Malnutrition  . 

1 

Skin  disease  . 

239 

6 

Defective  vision  (including  squint) . 

406 

15 

Eye  disease  . 

180 

.  , 

Defective  hearing . 

182 

7 

Ear  disease . 

77 

2 

Nose  and  throat  disease . 

593 

106 

Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non-tuberculous).  . 

340 

9 

Defective  speech  . 

53 

6 

Dental  disease  . 

4,138 

252 

Heart  disease  : — 

Organic  . 

16 

Fimctional . 

57 

2 

Anaemia  . 

167 

27 

Lung  disease  (non-tuberculous) . 

723 

14 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Pulmonary  :  definite  . 

34 

1 

suspected  . 

5 

Non-pulmonary  . 

39 

,  , 

‘  Disease  of  the  nervous  system . 

7 

Deformities  . 

170 

10 

Other  defects  and  diseases . 

144 

11 

(4)  The  munber  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred 
for  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness, 
defective  clothing,  etc.)  . 

717 

14 

(5)  The  number  of  cliildren  in  (4)  who  received 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects,  (excluding 
uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.) . 

368 

7 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Staff. 

A  list  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Service  is  given  on 
page  2. 

Summaries  of  the  visits  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  notices 
served,  and  structural  im])rovements  effected  are  given  in  the 
tables  on  pages  80  and  82. 

Adoptive  and  Local  Acts,  Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  the 
Borough. 

A  complete  list  of  the  adoptive  Acts,  etc.,  was  published  in 
my  Annual  Report  for  1020.  Sections  ol  and  02  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1007,  were  ado])ted  on  11th  March, 
1021. 

The  South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1021,  received  Royal 
Assent  on  19th  August,  1021. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Byelaws  Offences 
by  Occupiers. 

It  has  been  stated  that  where  a  tenant  has  allowed  a  house  to 
get  into  a  thoroughly  dirty  condition,  through  neglect  or  idleness, 
the  owner  is  calk'd  upon  to  remedy  the  nuisance.  In  order  that 
their  responsibilities  might  be  brought  hoTiie  to  certain  tenants 
1  found  it  necessary  to  ask  that  jjowers  be  given  to  take  summary 
proceedings  in  those  cases  where  the  occu])ier  was  at  fault.  The 
Health  Committee  accordingly  passed  a  resolution  as  follows  : — 
“  That  where  it  a])pears  to  tiie  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a  nuisance  e.xists  on  premises  caused 
by  the  default  of  tenants  or  occupiers  thereof,  they  be  authorisetl 
to  instruct  the  Town  (Tlerk  (in  the  event  of  a  notice  to  abate  the 
nuisance  not  having  been  complied  with)  to  institute  proceedings 
against  the  offenders,  either  under  the  Hyelaws  or  the  Public  Health 
Acts  as  may  be  considered  advisable.”  By  this  authority  an 
atiomalous  ])osition  has  been  cleared  up,  and  by  exercising  the  ])ower 
in  one  or  two  bad  cases  much  good  no  doubt  will  result. 

In  the  past  there  have  been  difficulties  in  the  way  of  properly 
jK-nalising  the  careless  and  dirty  hous('holder,  and  they  aros(! 
through  the  dela}'  involved  by  jn'oeedure.  Firstly,  it  was  usual 
for  the  Sanitary  Insj)ector  to  serve  notice  on  the  offender  requesting 
the  house,  drain,  J)rivv,  t>'’  yard,  or  other  appurtenances  to  be 
cleansed  within  a  brief  pc-riod.  These  preliminary  and  informal 
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notices,  on  blue  forms,  were  often  effective.  Sometimes  recalcitrant 
tenants  stubbornly  refused  to  abate  the  nuisance,  and  the  next 
step  was  to  place  the  matter  before  the  Health  Committee  at  their 
next  meeting.  Any  resolution  by  the  Health  Committee  required 
confirmation  by  the  Council. 

Thus  anything  from  four  to  eight  weeks  might  elapse  before 
action  could  be  taken.  Meanwhile  the  occupier  might  have  left 
the  house  or  after  all  the  delay,  the  nuisance  might  be  remedied, 
just  in  time  to  prevent  legal  action  being  taken.  Three  jiarticular 
cases  occurred  during  1921.  In  each  instance  a  single  man  lived 
alone,  and  allowed  his  room  to  become  a  veritable  ashpit.  Magis¬ 
trates’  orders  were  required  before  the  Inspector  could  enter  the 
premises.  Fortunately,  by  much  persistency  and  justifiable  bluff 
on  the  part  of  the  Imspector,  the  man  in  each  case  was  persuaded  to 
clean  up.  The  time  of  the  Inspector  is  in  this  way  occupied  when 
he  might  be  engaged  on  his  district. 

Water  Carriage  System. 

20  conversions  of  privy  receptacles  into  water  closets  and 
replacements  on  account  of  nuisances  were  made  during  the  year. 
Details  are  given  in  the  summary  of  Inspectors’  reports. 

Early  in  1921  the  question  of  converting  the  present  privy 
system  into  the  water  carriage  system  was  before  the  Council. 
A  report  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Borough  Surveyor,  and  myself  was 
prejjared  and  presented.  After  consideration  the  Council  decided 
that  the  time  was  inopportiine  on  account  of  the  industrial  de¬ 
pression,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  work  would  give  employment 
to  a  comparatively  small  number  of  the  unemployed.  The 
conversion  was  therefore  postjjoned.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  the  present  insanitary  system  will  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  and  Music  Halls. 

A  complete  survey  of  these  places  was  carried  out  by  the 
Inspectors  during  the  year.  There  were  in  the  Borough  two  theatres, 
13  cinemas,  1  music  hall,  and  1  skating  rink,  with  seating 
accommodation  for  about  13,500  people. 

Several  sanitary  defects  were  remedied,  and  improvements 
effected. 

Although  it  is  necessary  that  daylight  should  be  excluded 
during  the  performances  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  reason  why  suitable  arrangements  should  not 
he  made  for  admitting  daylight  and  sunshine  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  when  the  building  is  closed  to  the  public. 


Some  modem  cinemas  have  adopted  elaborate  arrangements 
for  ventilation,  the  value  of  which  would  be  enhanced  if  it  were 
possible  to  flood  the  building  with  daylight.  If  such  places  of 
amusement  were  required  to  provide  suitable  windows,  which 
could  be  conveniently  darkened,  and  to  imcover  the  windows  at 
reasonable  times  when  no  performance  is  in  progress  it  would  be 
a  great  improvement.  * 

Offensive  Trades. 

Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
was  adopted  by  the  Council  on  11th  March,  1921.  The  offensive 
trades  included  in  the  Order  subsequently  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  wvre  Fish  Frier,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer,  Gut-scraper, 
Glue-maker,  and  Size-maker.  In  an  industrial  community  ther<^ 
is  a  certain  demand  for  fried  fish  shops,  and  it  is  most  desirable 
that  a  certain  standard  should  be  required  before  such  places  are 
established,  no  less  than  a  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  trade 
itself. 

The  preparation  of  Byelaws  governing  the  various  trades 
were  not  complete  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1 3  occupied  registered  Common 
Lodging  Hou.ses  in  the  Borough,  with  accommodation  for  542 
lodgers  in  95  registered  rooms.  At  only  one  of  these  houses  is 
there  accommodation  for  female  lodgers,  the  numb(‘r  provided  for 
being  7. 

The  registration  of  eight  of  the  keejjers  of  these  lodging  houses 
is  renewable  annually  under  seetion  69  (2)  of  the  Ihiblic  Health 
•Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

During  the  jiast  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  j)aid  119  visits, 
while  the  visits  by  the  sjM'cial  officer  of  the  police  numbered  462. 
'Fhere  w'as  one  prosecution  by  the  police  for  an  offence  against  the 
Byelaws  governing  the.se  hou.ses — allowing  the  kitchen  to  be  used 
as  a  sleeping  a])artm(mt.  A  fine  of  10s.  was  impf).sed. 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses. 

There  were  50  occupied  seamen's  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough 
at  the  end  of  1921,  with  accommodation  for  608  seamen  in  184 
r(K)ms. 

The  Sanitary  In.sjx'ctors  paid  277  visits  and  served  notices  for 
structural  defects  at  two  of  these  houses. 

Th(‘  police  paid  1,751  visits  to  .seamen’s  lodging  houses.  There 
w(*re  no  pro.st'cutions  for  offences  against  the  Byelaws. 
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Factories,  Workshops,  etc. 

Visits. 

The  Inspectors  paid  1,046  visits  during  the  year.  Written 
notices  were  sent  out  in  12  cases.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 
The  details  are  as  follows  ; — 

1.  Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries). 

Inspections,  140  ;  Notices,  2. 

2.  Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries). 

Inspections,  49&  ;  Notices,  9. 

3.  Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  Premises). 

Inspections,  397  ;  Notices,  1. 

Defects  Found. 

The  defects  and  nuisances  found  are  summarised  below  : — 


Particulars  of  Defect. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :* 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

Want  of  ventilation  . 

Overcrowding . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors . 

Other  nuisances . 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  . 

Unsuitable  or  defective . 

Not  separate  for  sexes . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  ; 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (s.  101) . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

bakehouses  (s.  97  to  100) . 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) . 


Total 


Number  o 

1 

:  Defects. 

Pound. 

Remedied. 

Receiving 

Attention. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

8 

8 

2 

1 

i 

i 

i 

4 

4 

6 

1 

5 

7 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

33 

19 

14 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Registered  Workshops. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 


year  was  329.  The  piincijial  trades  are  : — 

Dressmakers  .  48 

Tailors  .  27 

Milliners  .  ^3 

Boot  Repaiiers  .  21 

Bakehouses  .  64 

Joiners  .  25 

Cabinet-makers  and  Upholsterers .  9 

Smiths  .  11 


Outwork. 

Five  employers  sent  in  lists  once  in  the  year.  The  total 
number  of  home-workers  so  reported  was  6  ;  all  engaged  in  the 
making  or  altering  of  wearing  apparel. 

Inspection  under  Shops  Acts. 

The  Shojis  Orders  in  force  in  the  Borough  were  detailed  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1920.  During  the  past  year  a  Closing  Order 
for  Pork  Butchers’  Shojis  was  made  and  subsequently  confirmed 
by  the  Home  Office.  A  new  Closing  Order  for  Butchers’  Shops 
(made  in  1920),  was  also  approved  last  year,  and  the  Butchers’ 
Closing  Order  of  1915  was  revoked  in  consequence.  There  arc 
thus  nine  local  Orders  in  operation  in  the  town. 

A  jK'tition  was  received  from  local  retailers  of  fruit,  apj^lying 
to  the  Town  Council  to  make  a  Closing  Order  for  Fruiterers’  Shops, 
but  as  the  requisite  number  of  occui)iers  of  shops  affected  by  the 
proj)osed  Order  did  not  signify  their  apjiroval  no  Order  was  made. 

The  Shops  (Karly  Closing)  Act,  1920,  was  continued  in  force 
by  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Act,  1921,  and  the  Shops  (Early 
Closing)  Act  (1920)  AnKuulment  Act,  1921,  was  j)as.sed  extending 
the  hours  during  which  sweets  and  other  sugar  confectionery  may 
be  sold. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Shops  In-spector 
during  the  jmst  year  : — 

Number  of  shops  on  register  at  31st  December .  2,493 

(In  about  45  per  cent,  of  the.se  shops  assistants  are 
emidoyed). 

Number  of  visits  pair!  to  shops  by  Inspector  (including  stalls 
in  Mark('t  Place,  and  stalls  and  cafes  on  North  and 
South  Beach)  . . .  •  5,369 
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Interviews  and  appointments  .  292 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  .  48 

Infringements  of  the  Shops  Acts  and  Orders- — 

Assistants  employed  about  the  business  of  shop  on 

their  weekly  half-holiday .  4 

Prescribed  forms  as  to  assistants’  half-holiday  not 

exhibited  .  46 

Prescribed  forms  not  kept  up-to-date .  55 

Assistants  not  having  proper  meal  hours .  2 

Young  persons  working  excessive  hours . 

Non-observance  of  weekly  half-holiday .  2 

No  weekly  half-holiday  notices  exhibited .  12 

Selling  non-perishable  goods  on  closing  day . 

Infringements  of  Early  Closing  Act,  1920  .  5 

,,  Butchers’  Closing  Order .  15 


Total  .  141 


All  but  two  of  the  above  infringements  were  first  offences.  In 
every  case  the  persons  in  default  were  cautioned  by  the  Inspector 
either  verbally  or  by  written  intimation,  and  the  infringements 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee.  Nine  letters  of  caution  were 
sent  by  the  Town  Clerk.  The  Committee  authorised  the  Chief 
Constable  to  institute  proceedings  in  three  cases,  in  each  of  which 
a  fine  was  imposed. 


TABLE  15.— NOTICES  ISSUED  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 
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(!/•;  On  lb  persons  responsible  lor  underinentioned  : 
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TABLE  16.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Nature  of  Visit. 

W. 

Clark. 

R.  W. 
Weir. 

R. 

Ayre. 

W. 

Hill. 

Totals. 

General  district  inspection  (including 
housing  inspection  and  inspection 
of  underground  rooms)  . 

3,879 

2,756 

5,114 

3,659 

16,308 

Inspection  of  works  in  progress  .  .  . . 

1,029 

211 

1,106 

169 

2,615 

Interviews  and  appointments . 

13 

417 

127 

557 

Investigation  of  complaints  of 
nuisances  . 

139 

137 

264 

285 

825 

Testing  drains . 

7 

3 

20 

14 

44 

Smoke  oteervations  . 

2 

2 

Exhumations  . 

17 

17 

Special  Inspections  : — 

Seamen’s  lodging  houses . 

164 

43 

70 

277 

Common  lodging  houses . 

.  . 

11 

39 

69 

119 

Houses-let-in-lodgings . 

,  , 

,  , 

V'an  dwellings,  etc . 

2 

32 

,  , 

34 

Re  Rent  Act  Certificates  . 

2 

11 

2 

15 

Hotels  and  public  houses  . 

8 

6 

14 

Cafes  . 

5 

5 

Picture  halls,  etc . 

31 

25 

48 

10 

114 

Bakehouses  . 

14 

30 

13 

57 

Fried  fish  shops  . 

103 

1 

44 

20 

168 

Ice  cream  shops  . 

3 

32 

1 

36 

Fish-curers  premises . 

.  . 

,  , 

1 

.  , 

1 

Tripery  . 

.  . 

,  , 

3 

.  . 

3 

Piggeries  . 

6 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

8 

Marine  store  . 

,  . 

3 

3 

Stables  and  allotment  gardens  .  . 

391 

1,667 

66 

io 

2,014 

Re  rat  repression . 

41 

36 

23 

33 

133 

Brickmaking . 

.  . 

2 

,  . 

2 

Other  factories  . 

95 

7 

8 

110 

Other  workshops  ■ . 

1 

.. 

12 

9 

22 

Other  workplaces . 

.  . 

2 

1 

3 

Taking  samples  with  Food  Lispector 

143 

,  . 

•  . 

143 

,,  of  rag  flock . 

1 

1 

2 

,,  of  mussels . 

1 

1 

Visits  re  cases  of  Lifectious  Disease  : — 
on  notification  of  cases;  on 
removal  to  hospital  ;  or  on  dis¬ 
infection  of  premises  . 

245 

327 

182 

246 

1,000 

He  home-treated  cases  . 

20 

180 

34 

101 

341 

,,  <-ase.s  of  tuberculosis . 

34 

60 

57 

113 

264 

,,  contacts  of  smallpox  . 

13 

1 

7 

21 

„  ,,  scarlet  fever . 

5 

16 

6 

27 

,,  „  cholera . 

6 

2 

4 

11 

,,  ,,  malaria . 

4 

7 

6 

8 

25 

„  >,  dysentery . 

1 

,  . 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

,,  „  diphtheria . 

•  . 

2 

.  . 

2 

,,  school  reported  cases  . 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Total  Visits  . 

6,250 

6,944 

7,160 

4,895 

24,249 

Note. — Details  of  the  visits' paid  bj'  the  Food  Inspector  aiul  the  Shoj>8 
Inspector  are  ^ven  on  pages  87  and  78  respectively. 
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TABLE  17.— STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


'  Nature  of  Work. 

W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

R.  Ayre. 

W.  Hill. 

I  Totals. 

i 

Houses  made  in  all  respects  habitable . 

39 

14 

o2 

repaired  in  parts  :  walls,  floors,  roofs,  etc. 

107 

101 

51 

133 

392 

Factories,  Workshops,  etc. :  repairs  to  walls,  floors. 

etc . 

2 

7 

9 

lighting  improved  .  .  .  . 

1 

1 

ventilation  improved  . . 

2 

2 

Drains  :  abolished  . ' . 

1 

1 

provided  . 

2 

1 

3 

relaid  . 

6 

1 

i9 

1 

27 

repaired  . 

8 

6 

24 

11 

49 

chambers,  gullies,  traps,  etc.,  provided  or 

renewed  . 

16 

25  .. 

41 

Yards  and  Areas  :  relaid  . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

.  repaired . 

1,5 

4 

14 

33 

Ashpits  :  repaired  . 

1 

1 

Privy  Receptacles  :  abolished  . 

1 

8 

9 

rebuilt  or  repaired . 

55 

61 

10 

53 

179 

W.C.’s  :  structure  repaired  . 

4 

4 

newly  provided  (complete)  . 

6 

3 

3 

2 

14 

provided  in  place  of  privy  receptacles  . . 

5 

3 

8 

,,  ,,  “  Fowler  ”  closet  .  . 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  waste  closet  . 

1 

1 

vestibule  provided . 

1 

1 

basins,  cisterns,  etc.,  replaced  or  repaired 

2 

5 

11 

11 

29 

Dustbins  :  provided  (fixed,  2  ;  portable,  5) . 

_ 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Urinals  :  reconstructed  or  repaired . 

3 

3 

provided  . * . 

1 

1 

Baths  :  wastepipe  or  traps  provided  . 

2 

2 

Washups  :  abolished  . 

I 

1 

of  metal,  replaced  by  stoneware . 

8 

1 

9 

18 

newly  provided  (complete)  . 

I 

2 

1 

3 

traps,  wastepipes,  etc.,  provided  or 

repaired  . 

15 

0 

19 

39 

Lavatories  :  traps,  waste  2Jipes,  etc.,  provided  or 

1 

repaired  . 

3 

1 

4 

Rainwater  Cisterni  (underground) :  filled  in . 

3 

3 

6 

12 

cleaned  out 

1' 

1 

Wash-houses  :  provided  or  built . 

..  1 

3 

3 

rebuilt  or  repaired . 

36 

18 

1 

36 

91 

floors  relaid  or  repaired . 

11: 

7 

18 

Outbuildings  :  rebuilt  or  repaired . 

30 

21 

38 

89 

Stables  ;  floors  and  yards  cemented . 

1 

1 
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HOUSING. 

The  shortage  of  houses  is  one  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of 
the  Borough.  Only  9  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise 
during  the  year,  including  4  (one  of  which  was  a  reconstructed 
Army  hut)  under  the  .subsidy  provisions  of  Section  1  of  the  Housing 
(Additional  Powers)  Act,  1919. 

339  houses  on  the  Council’s  Cleadon  Park  Estate  were  in 
different  stages  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these  30 
were  completed. 

From  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  probably  the  greatest  defect 
in  the  Borough  is  the  amount  of  overcrowding.  One  very  potent 
factor  in  producing  the  overcrowded  state  of  many  houses  is  the 
evil  of  sub-letting.  One  must  await  the  publication  of  the  census 
returns  in  order  to  gauge  its  extent,  but  meantime  one  camiot 
help  noting  the  trend  of  affairs.  I  have  seen  even  two-roomed 
dwellings  divided  into  two  single-roomed  tenements  by  closing  the 
communicating  door  and  incidental!}'  cutting  off  the  front  room 
tenant  from  the  3'ard  and  privy',  a  condition  not  conducive  to 
cleanliness.  Tn  addition,  too  many  people  have  to  live,  eat  and 
sleep  within  the  four  walls  that  form  the  boundary  of  their  home. 
In  one  instance  I  investigated  recently,  a  man,  his  wife,  and  three 
sons,  aged  19,  13  and  11  respectively,  were  fomid  in  one  tiny  back 
room,  measuring  only  10  feet  by  7  feet  7  in.  In  this  case,  as  in 
many  others,  the  trouble  is  caused  by'  the  mistaken  kindness  of 
the  original  tenant.  The  owner  is  not  alvays  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  house  has  been  sub-let.  Sometimes  a  tenant  sub-lets 
his  house  to  augment  his  incon\e,  and  one  has  known  cases  in  which 
the  rent  from  the  sub-let  portions  more  than  pays  the  whole  rent 
of  the  tenement.  It  is  obvious  that  there  are  too  many'  tenants 
for  the  number  of  houses  available,  and  no  improvement  can  be 
effected  until  there  is  a  large  addition  of  new  houses. 

No  further  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  Unhealthy  Areas 
(luring  the  year.  It  is  recognised  that  luitil  other  housing  accom¬ 
modation  is  available  it  will  not  be  ixjssible  to  deal  with  the  scheduled 
areas,  since  it  will  be  necessary  to  dehouse  a  good  many  people. 

There  has  been  rather  more  difficulty  in  having  repairs  to 
property'  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  following  tables  show  the  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  unfit  houses  in  these  figures  does  not  include  al] 
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those  known  to  exist  in  the  scheduled  unhealthy  areas  and  con¬ 
tiguous  districts.  Tlie  houses  inspected  in  1921  by  the  Visiting 


Sub-Committee  for  Rent  Act  purposes  are  excluded. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year — 

(а)  Total  .  39 

(б)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme .  30 

(c)  Under  subsidy  provisions  of  Housing  (Additional 

Powers)  Act,  1919 .  4 


Tene- 

Houses,  menta.* 

1.  — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . 

(2)  Number  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (In¬ 
spection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910 . 

(3)  Number  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation . 

(4)  Number  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices. 

Number  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
formal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919 — 

(1)  Number  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  rejiairs  .... 


2,251  (j,182 


240  467 

23  75 


313  710 


3.S9t  599t 


54  125 
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Houses. 

(2)  Number  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners .  44 

(b)  by  Local  Authority"  in  default  of 

owners  . 

(3)  Number  in  resp,ect  of  Avhich  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close .  IJ 


Tene¬ 

ments.* 

89 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  re- 


quiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 

14 

30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owTiers . 

10 

20 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 


owners 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909  Nil.  Nil. 


*  Included  in  Houses,  f  Drainage  defects  and  extenial 
nuisances  excluded.  J  Pending. 
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FOOD. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough.  All 
slaughtering  in  the  way  of  trade  must  be  done  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  last  8  years.  The  Abattoir  was  erected  in  1906. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Beasts 

4,269 

4,249 

5,113 

*5,494 

4,760 

3,868 

1  3,348 

3,394 

Calves 

166 

180 

46 

487 

36 

367 

!  193 

203 

Pigs  .  . 

6,302 

5,561 

4,676 

3,980 

1,725 

2,043 

1  4,184 

5,406 

Sheep 

31,418 

29,612 

32,463 

31,368 

23,812 

16,911 

1  19,985 

32,996 

Total 

41,155 

39,602 

42,198 

41,329 

30,332 

23,169 

127,710 

41,999 

*  Excluding  2,531  beasts  slaughtered  for  the  military  authorities. 


Visits  of  Inspection  to  Premises. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  paid  by  the  Food 
Inspector  to  the  various  premises  under  his  supervision  : — 


Butchers’  shojis . 

Pork  butchers’  shops  . 

Fresh  fish  shops  . 

No.  of 
Premises  at 
end  of  year. 
1731 

No.  of 
Visits. 

18 

31 

4,221 

Fried  fish  shops . 

74^ 

139 

Fish  curing  places . 

5 

21 

Milkshops  and  dairies . 

128 

247 

|Ice  cream  shops . 

37 

25 

Cowsheds . 

4 

38 

Bakehouses  . 

64 

147 

Tallow  boiling  places . 

1 

1 

’“Triperies . 

2 

54 

’•'Gut  scraping  places . 

19 

*  Exclusive  of  2  tripe  preparers  and  2  gut-scrapers  who  use  premises 
set  apart  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 


t  Number  varies  considerably  ;  does  not  include  stalls  on  beach  in 
sununer. 

These  premises  are  also  visited  by  the  Sanitary  and  Shops 
Inspectors. 
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Food  Condemned  and  Destroyed. 

The  following  are  j^articulars  of  the  food  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  : — 

At  the  Abattoeb. 

Beasts  :  9  carcases  (all  cows  :  tuberculosis). 

6  forequarters  of  beef  with  2  sets  of  lungs 
and  1  liver  (4  animals  :  tuberculosis). 

9  sets  of  lungs  (tuberculosis). 

9  livers  (tuberculosis,  2  ;  ulcers,  7). 

6  sets  of  lungs  and  livers  (tuberculosis,  5  ; 
idcers,  1). 

2  sets  of  lungs  and  heart  (tubt'rculosis). 

(In  all,  31  beasts  were  condemned,  in  whole  or  in  part,  on 
account  of  tuberculosis). 

Calves  :  1  carcase  (tuberculosis). 

.Sheeji  &  lambs  :  (i  carcases  (cbopsy,  3  ;  found  dead,  3). 

1  liver  (flukes). 

1  pluck  (flukes). 

Pigs  ;  4  carcases  (tuberculosis,  2  ;  found  dead,  2). 


Outside  the  Abattoir  : 


The  whole  of  the  undermentioned  food-stuffs  were  condemned 
on  account  of  decomposition  or  unsoiindness,  exce])t  where  other¬ 
wise  stated  : — 


Beasts  : 


Sheej)  : 


Calves  : 

Bacon  &  Ham  : 


1  carcase  of  bullock  (tuberculosis). 
10|  cwt.  salted  beef. 

2G  quarters 

5  sides 

4  sirloins  I  Imported. 

1(5  necks  (  (Bonetaint,  4^  cwt.) 

6  hearts  1 
13^  cwt.  beef  ) 

3  carcases  (found  ilead). 

14  carcases  :  imported. 

G  plucks  :  imported. 

2  cwt.  mutton  :  inqjorted. 

G  carcases  :  imported. 

13  foreshoidders  (lG9lbs.)  ham. 

4^  lbs.  bacon. 

loG  :  imjiorted,  70  ;  home  killed,  8G. 


Babbits  : 
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Fish  ;  small  quantities  of  oysters,  lobsters,  crabs, 

prawns,  and  mussels. 

Poultry  :  58  ducks. 

Eggs  :  60. 

Tinned  Goods  :  Beef,  116  tins  (about  6J  cwt.) 

Mutton,  11  tins  (about  66  lbs.) 

Pigs’  feet,  3  tins. 

Condensed  milk  :  890  tins. 

Tomatoes  :  284  tins. 

Pineapple  :  32  tins. 

Peaches  :  11  tins. 

Apricots  :  7  tins. 

Pears  ;  4  tins. 

Parsley  :  3  bottles. 

Baked  beans  :  6  tins. 

Fowl  ;  160  tins. 

Salmon  :  18  tins. 

Tongue  :  9  tins. 

Ham  :  3  tins. 

Veal  paste  :  2  tins. 

Rabbit  ;  1  tin. 

Lobster  :  1  tin. 

Ketch-up  :  1  bottle. 

Pickles  ;  1  bottle. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted 
to  the  Borough  Analyst  was  150.  The  following  are  particulars  of 
th(!  samples,  results  of  the  analyses,  and  of  the  action  taken  in 
certain  cases. 

All  the  samples  of  butter,  milk,  cream  and  margarine  were 
examined  for  preservatives,  with  the  results  as  detailed  below. 

Milk. 

30  sanqiles  were  taken,  five  of  which  were  informal  samples. 
23  were  “  genuine.” 

5  were  deficient  in  natural  fat,  as  under  : — 

Deficiency,  3.3  per  cent,  (two  samples) ;  6.6.  per  cent. 
Letters  of  caution  sent. 

Deficiency,  15  per  cent,  (two  samples).— Proceedings 
taken,  fine  of  10s.  imposed  in  each  case. 

1  was  13.4  per  cent,  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids. — Proceed¬ 
ings  taken  ;  fined  10s. 
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1  was  5.1  per  cent,  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids,  and  contained 
boric  acid  in  the  proportion  of  5  grains  to  a  pint. — Pro¬ 
ceedings  taken  ;  fined  10s. 

The  standard  in  milk  (milk-fat  3  per  cent.,  non-fatty  solids, 
X.5  per  cent.)  is  a  minimum  and  is  regarded  as  being  low.  Where 
l)roceedings  are  taken  against  vendors  who  sell  milk  having  a  lower 
percentage  of  fat  and  non-fatty  solids,  a  more  substantial  fine 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  commensurate  with  the  offence. 
Small  fines  do  not  appear  to  act  as  deterrents. 

Eleven  of  the  30  samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  the  course  of 
delivery  at  the  railway  station.  Ten  were  genuine.  One  was 
6.6  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat,  and  as  mentioned  above  a  letter 
of  caution  was  sent  to  the  farmer. 

Preservku  Cream. 

4  samples  were  taken,  informally,  and  are  referred  to  on  page  92. 

Butter. 

17  samples  were  taken,  including  one  informal  sample. 

14  were  genuine,  though  one,  the  informal  saniide,  was  of 
poor  quality. 

1  contained  boric  acid  (0.17  per  cent.)— No  action. 

1  contained  0.7  per  cent,  excess  water,  and  0.48  per  cent. 
boric  acid. — Letter  of  caution  was  sent. 

1  contained  5.8  per  cent,  excess  water.  Proceedings  were 
taken.  At  the  hearing,  the  defendant  produced  a 
warranty  from  the  firm  that  supjdied  him  with  the 
butter,  and  the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case.  The 
latter  firm  also  posses.sed  a  warranty  from  a  firm  in 
Ireland  that  supplied  them.  No  further  action  was 
taken  in  the  matter. 

.Marg.arine. 

14  samples  were  taken.  Each  sample  contained  boric  acid, 
as  under: — Proportion,  0.12  j)er  cent..  0.15  per  cent, 
(two  samples),  0.16  per  cent.,  0.24  per  cent.,  0.25  per 
cent.,  0.26  per  cent.,  0.30  per  cent,  (three  samples), 
0.32  per  cent,  (two  samples),  0.37  ])er  cent.,  0.42  per 
cent. — No  action  taken. 

Tinned  Peas. 

1  sample  was  taken  (informally).  It  was  certified  to  contain 
coiqier  compounds  equivalent  as  metallic  coi)2ier  to  0.56 
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,  grain  per  lb.  of  the  dried  peas,  and  0.17  grain  per  pint 
of  the  liquid.  The  total  amount  in  the  tin  was  equiva¬ 
lent  to  0.38  grain  of  metallic  copper. — No  action  taken. 
Cinnamon. 

2  samples  were  taken.  One  was  genuine.  The  other  was 
certified  the  analyst  to  contain  : — 

Combustible  matter  (ash-free  bark),  90.35  per  cent. 
.  Total  mineral  matter  (left  as  ash),  9.65  per  cent. 

Of  the  9.65  per  cent,  of  mineral  matter,  4  per  cent,  was 
sand.  The  analyst  also  reported  that  genuine  ground 
cinnamon  should  not  leave  more  than  7.5  per  cent,  of 
total  ash,  and  of  this  not  more  than  2  per  cent,  should 
be  sand.  As  the  sample  was  taken  informally,  a  letter 
of  caution  was  sent  to  the  vendor. 

Rice. 

4  samples  were  taken.  All  were  genuine.  Two  were  reported 
as  “  free  from  mineral  facing  ”  ;  1  as  “  impolished  ; 

free  from  extraneous  mineral  matter  ”  ;  and  the  other 
as  containing  “  mineral  facing  under  0.5  per  cent.” 

Whi.sky. 

4  samples  were  taken,  one  of  which  was  an  informal  sample. 
They  were  all  reported  as  genuine. 

Rum. 

2  samples  were  taken.  1  was  genuine.  1  was  51.2  degrees 
imder  proof. — A  letter  of  caution  was  sent. 

Other  substances. 

72  samples  were  taken  of  the  following  substances,  all  of 
which  were  genuine  : — Pepper,  9  ;  Lard,  8  ;  Vinegar, 
7  ;  Cornflour,  5  ;  Oatmeal,  5  ;  Mustard,  4  ;  Groimd 
Cassia,  4  ;  Baking  Powder,  4  ;  Tapioca,  3  ;  Flour,  2  ; 
Ground  Rice,  2  ;  Ground  Ginger,  2  ;  Camphorated  Oil, 
2  ;  Sweets,  2  ;  and  1  each  of  Tea,  Cocoa  (informal 
sample).  Coffee,  Jam,  Sago,  Barle}^  Table  Jelly,  Ground 
Mace,  SjTup  of  Senna,  S^Tup  of  Figs,  Cream  of  Tartar, 
Seidlitz  Powder,  and  Olive  Oil. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 

All  the  samples  of  milk  (30)  taken  for  the  purpose  of  chemical 
examination  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  were  examined 
for  the  jiresence  of  preservatives.  One  sample  contained  boric 
acid.  (See  page  90). 
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The  following  is  a  statement  in  detail  of  the  samples  of  milk 
and  cream  taken  during  the  past  year  : — 

1.  Milk  ;  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  ; 


Number  of  samples 

Number  in  which  a  preservative 

examined  for  the 

was  reported  to  be  present  ai\d 

presence  of  a 

the  percentage  of  preservative 

preservative. 

foimd  in  each  sample. 

Milk  .... 

30 

♦1:5  grains  of  boric  acid  per  pint. 

Cream  . . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

*  This  sample  was  also  5.1  per  cent,  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids.  Pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken  and  a  fine  of  10s.  was  imposed. 


2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label 
as  to  the  preservatives  were  correct. 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made .  4 

(ii.)  Statements  incorrect  . . . 

(iii.)  Percentage  of 

preservative  found  in 
each  sample. 

0.22  per  cent,  boric  acid. 

0.24 
0.40 
0.40 

{!>)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  eream  sold  as 
preserved  cream. 

(i.)  Above  So  i)er  cent .  4 

(ii.)  Below  35  per  cent . 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  require¬ 

ments  as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  2)reserved 
cream  in  Article  V.  (1)  and  the  proviso  in 
Article  V  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been 
observed . 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations 

have  not  been  comjdied  with,  and  action  taken .  . 

3.  Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition 

to  cream  or  to  pre.served  cream — Action  taken 
where  found . 

4.  Other  observations,  if  any . 


Percentage  stated 
on  Statutory 
label. 

0.4  per  cent. 

0.4 

0.4 

0.4 
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